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‘ N ’ elcome to the 2007 Joint Genomics:GTL
Awardee Workshop, Metabolic Engineer-

ing Interagency Working Group Conference ,and

the USDA-DOE Plant Feedstock Genomics for
Bioenergy Joint Program Meeting. Attendees of

this year’s joint meeting represent a broad cross sec-
tion of cutting-edge research disciplines, including
microbiology, plant biology, genomics, proteomics,
physiology, structural biology, metabolic engineering,
ecology, evolutionary biology, bioinformatics, and
computational biology. Uniting this diverse com-
munity of researchers is the shared goal to understand
the complex genetic and metabolic systems supporting
the life of microbes, plants, and biological communi-
ties. This approach is by definition integrative and
multidisciplinary, and we applaud the collaborative
spirit that brings you to this meeting and informs
your research. This joint meeting provides unique op-
portunities to enhance collaboration and advance sci-
ence beyond the boundaries of any of these individual
research programs.

In May of 2006, the National Research Council of
the National Academies completed an independent
review of the Genomics:GTL program. The review
committee enthusiastically endorsed the systems biol-
ogy focus of the program, lauded the general excel-
lence of research conducted by its grantees, and re-
emphasized the critical importance of the program’s
core mission—to advance fundamental research on
bioenergy solutions, bioremediation of environmental
contaminants, and global carbon cycling and seques-
tration. The review also recommended that, in place
of the previously proposed technology-oriented user
facilities, the Genomics:GTL program should form
interdisciplinary research centers focused on

(@‘@i DSeae

tundamental research addressing DOE mission
needs, including bioenergy. DOE embraced this
recommendation, and review of proposals for GTL
Bioenergy Research Centers is under way.

This year’s meeting features sessions that will be of
broad interest to scientists funded by all three of the
participating research programs—the Genomics:
GTL program, the Metabolic Engineering Work-
ing Group, and the USDA-DOE Plant Feedstock
Genomics for Bioenergy Joint Program. The goal of
the Metabolic Engineering Working Group is the
targeted and purposeful alteration of an organism’s
metabolic pathways to better understand and use
cellular pathways for chemical transformation,
energy transduction, and supramolecular assembly.
The USDA-DOE Plant Feedstock Genomics for
Bioenergy joint program focuses on genomics-based
research leading to the improved use of biomass and
plant feedstocks for the production of such fuels as
ethanol or renewable chemical feedstocks. By bring-
ing together these distinct but complementary re-
search communities, we hope to foster the exchange
of ideas, sharing of expertise, and formation of new
partnerships among researchers.

We look forward to an exciting and productive meet-
ing and encourage you to participate in discussions
and build new relationships. We wish to thank the
organizers of this year’s meeting, especially members
of the research community who have generously
agreed to play a larger role in organizing this year’s
breakout sessions. Finally, we thank you for lending
your knowledge, creativity, and vision to the repre-
sented research programs and wish you continued
success in the coming year.
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Sunday Evening, February 11

5:00-8:00
6:00-8:00

Registration and Poster Setup

Mixer

Monday, February 12"

7:00-8:00
8:00-8:45

Continental Breakfast

Welcome

State of Genomics:GTL Program, Vision for the Future
Mike Viola, David Thomassen, and Jim Fredrickson

8:45-9:15

Systems Biology: An Overview

Timothy Donohue — University of Wisconsin, Madison
“Systems Analysis of Solar Energy Stress Responses”

9:15-12:00

Plenary Session

(arbon Processing at Organismal, Community, & Global Scales
Moderator: Dan Drell

Session Objectives: This session will examine the global carbon
cycle at various levels of resolution and from a variety of differ-
ent research perspectives. The goal of the session is to promote
discussion of potential contributions of GTL research towards more
effectively modeling the global carbon budget and understanding
the role of microbes and microbial communities in planetary scale
processing and sequestration of carbon.

9:15-9:45

9:45-10:15

10:15-10:30
10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30

12:00-2:00

Jae Edmonds — Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory
“Biotech, Energy, and a Climate-Constrained World”

Bruce Hungate — Northern Arizona University
Title To Be Announced

Break

Mary Lidstrom — University of Washington
“Integrated Metabolism Studies of Methylotrophy”

Ramon Gonzalez — Rice University
“The Role of Metabolic Engineering and Systems
Biology in Biofuel Production”

Lunch

2:00-4:30

Breakout Session A

USDA-DOE Plant Feedstock Genomics for Bioenergy Joint Program

Meeting

Moderators: Ed Kaleikau (USDA) & Sharlene Weatherwax (DOE)

2:00-2:15

2:15-2:30
2:30-2:45
2:45-3:00
3:00-3:15
3:15-3:30

3:30-4:00

4:00-4:15
4:15-4:30
4:30-4:45
4:45-5:00

2:00-5:00

Program Overview: Chavonda Jacobs-Young - USDA

Vincent Chiang — North Carolina State University
(lint Chapple — Purdue University

Chang-Jun Liu — Brookhaven National Laboratory
Bikram Gill — Kansas State University

Richard Dixon — The Nobel Foundation

Break

William Rooney — Texas A&M University
Charles Brummer — University of Georgia

John Ralph - USDA-ARS, University of Wisconsin
Chris Somerville — Carnegie Institute of
Washington

Breakout Session B

Data Management & Sharing Tutorial

Organizers:

Moderator:

2:00-3:30
3:30-4:00
4:00-5:00

2:00-5:00

Ed Uberbacher — Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Jeff Grethe — University of California, San Diego
John Houghton

Panel Discussion (Participants To Be Announced)
Break
Group Discussion

Breakout Session C

Cultivation Methodology Tutorial
Moderator: Joe Graber
Organizers: Slava Epstein & Hans Scholten

2:00-2:20
2:20-2:40

2:40-2:55
2:55-3:10
3:10-3:25
3:30-4:00
4:00-5:00

5:00-8:00

Slava Epstein — Northeastern University

Hans Scholten — Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory

Martin Keller — Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Chris Belnap — University of California, Berkeley
Judy Wall — University of Missouri, Columbia
Break

Group Discussion

Poster Session



Tuesday, February 13*

7:00-8:00  Continental Breakfast

8:00-10:00 Plenary Session

Environmental Sensing & Response In Contaminated Habitats
Moderator: Joe Graber

Session Objectives: This session will examine the means by which
microorganisms sense environmental conditions and process the
acquired information to form an adaptive response. Emphasis will
be placed on the role of GTL research in understanding organismal
and community dynamics in relevant habitats and how this
information can be integrated into the study of contaminant fate
and transport.

8:00-8:30 Derek Lovley — University of Massachusetts,
Amherst

“Adaptive Evolution and Adaptive Responses

in Gene Expression of Geobacter Species During
Uranium Bioremediation and in Microbial

Fuel Cells”

Tim Gardner, Boston University

“Genome-scale mapping of transcription networks
in Shewanella oneidensis: identification of carbon
and metal-respiratory regulation”

Jill Banfield - University of California, Berkeley
Title To Be Announced

Adam Arkin — Lawrence Berkely National
Laboratory

Title To Be Announced

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30

9:30-10:00

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-10:45 Information Representation,
Integration, & Sharing Working Group
Report

Genomics:GTL Data & Information
Sharing Policy
Jim Fredrickson & Roland Hirsch

10:45-11:15 Report of the Joint Genome Institute

Edward Rubin - Joint Genome Institute

11:15-12:15 Keynote Lecture on Systems Biology

Marc Vidal — Harvard University
“Interactome Networks”

12:15-2:00 Lunch

2:00-5:00

2:00-5:00

2:00-5:00

Breakout Session D

Metabolic Engineering Interagency Working Group Conference:
Methods to Examine Biochemical & Metabolic Networks
Organizers: Gail McLean (USDA) & Sharlene Weatherwax (DOE)
Moderators: Mark Segal (EPA) & Fred Heineken (NSF)

2:00-3:30 Presentations:

Bernhard Palsson — University of California,

San Diego

George Bennett — Rice University

James Liao — University of California, Los Angeles
Jackie Shanks — lowa State University

3:30-4:00 Break

4:00-5:00 Group Discussion

Breakout Session E

Tools for the Prediction & Validation of Gene Function
Organizers:  Margaret Romine — Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory
Andrei Osterman — The Burnham Institute
Moderator: Marvin Stodolsky

2:00-3:30 Panel Discussion:

Scott Lesley - Scripps Research Institute

Tom Squier - Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Tim Gardner - Boston University

3:30-4:00 Break

4:00-5:00 Group Discussion

Breakout Session F

Imaging Techniques Tutorial

Organizers:  Eva Nogales - University of California, Berkeley
Gang Bao — Georgia Institute of Technology

Moderator: Arthur Katz

2:00-2:20  Eva Nogales - Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory and University of California, Berkeley

2:20-2:40 Grant Jensen - alifornia Institute of Technology

2:40-2:55 David Spector - Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

2:55-3:10 Hedi Mattoussi - Naval Research Laboratory

3:10-3:25 Guido Gaietta - University of California, San Diego

3:30-4:00 Break

4:00-5:00 Group Discussion

5:00-8:00  Poster Session



Wednesday, February 14*

7:00-8:00
8:00-10:45

Continental Breakfast

Plenary Session

Protein Structure & Function
Moderator: Roland Hirsch

Session Objective: This session will discuss the critical role of
protein structural determination in understanding the functional
capabilities of gene products. The goal of this session is to promote
discussion of new advances in structural biology of proteins

and ways in which the GTL community can incorporate these
approaches into new research directions.

8:00-8:30

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30

9:30-10:00

10:00-10:15
10:15-10:45

10:45-11:15

David Eisenberg — University of California,

Los Angeles

“Stuctural Biology: An Overview of Activities at the
UCLA-DOE Institute for Genomics & Proteomics”

Sunney Xie — Harvard University
“Single-Molecule Approach to Bacterial Molecular
Biology: From InVitro to In Vivo Studies”

J.H. David Wu — University of Rochester
Structural Biology of the Cellulosome

Keith Hodgson - Stanford Linear Accelerator Center
“Studying Biocomplexity at Nano to Subnanometer
Resolution: The Role of Synchrotron

Radiation and the DOE National User Facilities”

Break

Himadri Pakrasi - Washington University
“Membrane Biology Grand Challenge: Engagement
of a DOE National User Facility for Integrative
Studies of an Energy Producing Photosynthetic
Bacterium”

Reports on Tutorial Sessions
(10 minutes each)

11:15-11:30 Closing Remarks
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Workshop Abstracts

The Genomics:GTL Program abstracts and posters are organized according to the Milestones
set forth in the GTL Roadmap and as shown below [DOE Genomics:GTL Roadmap: Systems
Biology for Energy and Environment; October 2005; GenomicsGTL.energy.gov]. Some of the
research projects are pilots or proof-of-principle studies for sysems biology, technology and
methods development, and computing.

Abstracts associated with the Metabolic Engineering Working Group (MEWG) are identified as
such and intermixed with GTL abstracts in relevant categories.

Abstracts from the Plant Feedstock Genomics Joint Program (PFGJG) are in their own subsection
beginning on page 201.

Genomics:GTL Overarching Scientific Goal

Achieve a predictive, systems-level understanding of biological systems to help enable biobased
solutions to DOE mission challenges.
Science and Technology Milestones

Milestone 1: Develop Techniques to Determine the Genome Structure and Functional Potential
of Microbes and Microbial Communities

1.1 Organism Sequencing, Annotation, and Comparative Genomics
1.2 Microbial-Community Sequencing and Analysis
1.3 Protein Production and Characterization

1.4 Molecular Interactions

Milestone 2: Develop Methods and Concepts Needed to Achieve a Systems-Level Understanding
of Microbial Cell and Community Function, Regulation, and Dynamics

2.1 Omics: Systems Measurements of Plants, Microbes, and Communities
2.2 Metabolic Network Experimentation and Modeling
2.3 Regulatory Processes

Milestone 3: Develop the Knowledgebase, Computational Methods, and Capabilities to Advance
the Understanding and Prediction of Complex Biological Systems

3.1 Computing Infrastructure, Bioinformatics, and Data Management
Communication

Ethical, Legal, and Societal Issues

USDA-DOE Abstracts



The following table is a simple summation of how GTL science and DOE missions align (GTL
Roadmap p. 40).

Summary Table. GTL Science Roadmap for DOE Missions
DOE Mission Goals

GTL Science Roadmaps
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Processes to convert cellulose to fuels
« Understanding and improving
cellulase activity
« Improving sugar transportation and
fermentation to alcohols
« Integrated processing

Microbial processes to convert sunlight
to hydrogen fuels
+ Understanding photolytic fuel production
« Designing photosynthetic biofuel systems

Microbial processes to reduce
toxic metals

« Understanding microbe-mineral
interactions

« Devising restoration processes

Science Objectives

» Characterize genes, proteins, machines,
pathways, and systems
« Conducting genomic surveys and comparisons
« Mining natural systems for new functions
« Producing and characterizing proteins
« Analyzing interactions, complexes, and machines

» Understand functions and regulation
» Measuring molecular responses: Inventories
- Performing functional assays

» Develop predictive mechanistic models
« Conducting experimental design
= Designing and manipulating molecules
« Using cellular and cell-free systems

Systems engineering

- System-design strategies for deployment
« Living and extracellular systems
- Validation and verification analyses

Subsurface microbial communities’
role in transport and fate of
contaminants

« Understanding fate and effects

« Supporting remediation decisions

Ocean microbial communities’ role

in the biological CO, pump
- Understanding C, N, P. O, and S cycles
- Predicting climate responses
« Assessing impacts of sequestration

Terrestrial microbial communities’
role in global carbon cycle
« Understanding C, N, P, O, and S cycles
« Predicting carbon inventories and
climate responses
- Assessing sequestration concepts

Science Objectives

» Analyze communities and their genomic
potential
-« Sequencing and comparing genomes
« Screening natural systems for processes
« Producing and characterizing proteins

» Understand community responses, regulation
« Comparing CO,, nutrients, biogeochemistry
cycles
+ Producing cellular and community molecular
inventories
« Performing community functional assays

» Predict responses and impacts
« Building interactive and predictive models
« Applying natural and manipulated scenarios

Robust science base for policy and engineering
- Model ecosystem response to natural events
- Efficacy and impacts of intervention strategies
Sensor development
« Community dynamics
- Environmental and functional assays

A capsule summary of systems being studied, mission goals that drive the analysis, generalized science

roadmaps, and outputs to DOE missions. To elucidate design principles, each of these goals entails the exami-
nation of thousands of natural primary and ancillary pathways, variants, and functions, as well as large numbers
of experimental mutations.



o I Develop Techniques to Determine the Genome
G T L M e Sto ([ 1 Structure and Functional Potential of Microbes and
Microbial Communities

Section 1
Organism Sequencing, Annotation, and Comparative Genomics

1 GTL

Genomic Reconstruction and Experimental Validation of Catabolic
Pathways in Shewanella Species

Andrei Osterman'?* (osterman@burnham.org), Dmitry Rodionov,' Chen Yang,' Yanbing Wang,*
Margaret Romine,® Anna Obraztsova,** and Kenneth Nealson*

'Burnham Institute for Medical Research, La Jolla, California; *Fellowship for Interpretation of
Genomes, Burr Ridge, Illinois; *Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Richland, Washington; and
*Department of Earth Sciences, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California

Project Goals: This project is a component of the Shewanella Federation and as such contrib-
utes to the overall goal of applying the tools of genomics, leveraging the availability of genome
sequence for 18 additional strains of Shewanella, to better understand the ecophysiology and
speciation of respiratory-versatile members of this important genus. To understand these systems
the SF is using genome-based approaches to investigate Shewanella as a system of integrated
networks; first describing key cellular subsystems— those involved in signal transduction,
regulation, and metabolism—then building towards understanding the function of whole cells
and, eventually, cells within populations. As a general approach, the SF is collectively employ-
ing complimentary “top-down”—bioinformatics-based genome functional predictions, high-
throughput expression analyses, and functional genomics approaches to uncover key genes as well
as metabolic and regulatory networks. The “bottom-up” component employs more traditional
approaches including genetics, physiology and biochemistry to test or verify predictions. This
information will ultimately be linked to analyses of signal transduction and transcriptional
regulatory systems and used to develop a linked model that will contribute to understanding the
ecophysiology of Shewanella in redox stratified environments.

Knowledge of the pathways and mechanisms of carbon assimilation and utilization for biomass and
energy production is one of the key aspects of our understanding of environmental microorganisms
in the context of respective ecosystems. Comparative genomic analysis has revolutionized our ability
to quickly predict which metabolic subsystems occur in newly sequenced genomes, the set of genes of
which each is comprised, and to suggest their functional roles within each subsystem. Results of this
predictive analysis can then be used to design and conduct targeted physiological and biochemical
assays to validate novel conjectures of gene function revealed in this process. By taking advantage

of such computational predictions one can dramatically reduce the volume of experimental studies
required to assess basic metabolic properties of multiple bacterial species.
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The current availability of partial or complete genome sequences for 16 Shewanella strains provides
and unprecedented opportunity for a systematic comparative analysis of this important group of
species. For example, the integrative genomic approach was successfully used in our recent analysis
of the novel N-acetylglucosamine (GlcNAc) utilization subsystem in S. oneidensis and related spe-
cies. By using subsystem reconstruction and genome context analysis tools provided in The SEED
genomic platform (http://theseed.uchicago.edu/FIG/index.cgi) we tentatively assigned a number of
novel genes including GleNAc-related transporter (NagP, SO3503), transcriptional regulator (NagR,
SO3516) and enzymes, GIcNAc kinase (SO3507) and GlecN-6P deaminase (SO3506) that are non-
homologous to the respective components of E. co/i GleNAc pathway. Two latter assignments and
the whole biochemical pathway of GIcNAc conversion to Fructose-6P were experimentally verified
by in vitro reconstitution. The results of phenotypic profiling were fully consistent with genomic

reconstruction as only one strain, S. frigidimarina, which lacked the respective genes, was unable to
grow on GlcNAc.

Extension of this approach to the analysis of a large panel of catabolic pathways has revealed
substantial differences between Shewanellae and well-studied model species, such as E. co/i. These
differences occur at the level of presence or absence of the entire pathways, the use of alternative
biochemical routes, different regulatory mechanisms and nonorthologous displacements of individual
genes. For example, in contrast to E. co/i, all of the sequenced Shewanella ssp. possess the elaborate
machinery for catabolism of branch chain amino acids and histidine. Under experimental conditions
used so far, most (but not all) of the tested Shewanellae were unable to grow on these amino acids

as sole carbon sources. Further experiments are currently under way to reconcile these apparent
inconsistencies. At the same time, both bioinformatics and experimental analyses revealed a fully
consistent distribution of glycerate and sucrose utilization pathways among different strains of She-
wanella. The genomic reconstruction of both pathways (not present in E. co/i) allowed U.S. to predict
novel gene families, including putative glycerate transporter (e.g., SO1771) as well as regulatory and
uptake components of sucrose metabolism (in the sc7 operon, S{ril095-1099, of 8. frigidimarina).
Using a genome context, such as clustering on the chromosome and long-range homology analysis,
we were able to predict candidate genes for various functional roles in other pathways (e.g., fatty acid
metabolism). In addition to the physiological analysis of the Shewanellae, we are currently pursuing
experimental validation of several functional predictions by a variety of biochemical and genetic
techniques. Results of these analyses are an integral component of ongoing research of Shewanella
Federation whose ultimate goal is to develop a better understanding of Shewanella ecophysiology
and speciation.

2=

Evolutionary Analysis of Proteins Deduced from 10 Fully Sequenced
Shewanella Genomes

N. Maltsev'* (maltsev@mcs.anl.gov), D. Sulakhe,' A. Rodriguez,' M. Syed," and M. Romine?

!Argonne National Laboratory, Argonne, Illinois and ?Pacific Northwest National Laboratory,
Richland, Washington

Project Goals: The proteomes of the 10 completed Shewanella genomes (total 43,839 protein
sequences) were analyzed using GNARE (GeNome Analysis and Research Environment). This
Grid-based computational system for automated high-throughput analysis of genomes and met-
abolic reconstructions is being developed by Bioinformatics group at MCS, Argonne National
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Laboratory. In addition to offering users with tools for annotating protein functions, GNARE
provides automated metabolic reconstructions from the sequence data to facilitate identification
of missing enzymes and comparative analysis of metabolic pathways. GNARE allows compari-
son of metabolic models of Shewanella strains with over 300 metabolic models for completely
sequenced prokaryotic organisms. Chisel, a workbench for evolutionary analysis of enzymes be-
ing developed by our group, was used as a supporting tool for automated prediction of function,
identification of taxonomy-specific metabolic signatures and identification of cases of potential
horizontal gene transfer. The poster will present a detailed examination of these analyses.

The Joint Genome Institute has produced closed genome sequences for nine Shewanella strains. The
environments from which these 9 strains and the first strain sequenced, S. oneidensis MR-1, were
collected from vary from fresh and marine waters and underlying sediments to terrestrial sediments.
The availability of this diverse set of genomes provides a unique opportunity to explore protein and
metabolic pathway evolution within a single Genus. We will provide an overview of the unique suite
of computational tools that we have begun applying to this set of sequences for both the purposes of
updating the annotation and for studying cellular evolution.

Genome Annotation Using GNARE. The proteins deduced from the 10 completed Shewanella
genomes (total 43,839 protein sequences) were analyzed using GNARE (GeNome Analysis and
Research Environment)—a Grid-based computational system for automated high-throughput se-
quence characterization and metabolic reconstructions. This system uses conventional bioinformatics
tools including BLAST, Blocks, InterPro as well as specialty tools developed by our group, including
Chisel and a function prediction voting algorithm. The analysis was performed on 1317 CPUs of
distributed computational resources from the Open Science Grid and TeraGrid allowing analysis

of all 10 Shewanella proteomes to be completed in 64 hours. The process yields a suite of web pages
that enables the Shewanella federation annotation team to view the results of the automated analysis
and that facilitates further searches for evidence of function via a broad variety of additional com-
putational tools provided by Puma2. Because the system was specifically designed for cross-genome
comparative analysis it is well suited for comparative analysis of predicted functions associated with
the various Shewanella proteomes.

Metabolic reconstructions. In addition to providing users with tools for annotating protein func-
tions, GNARE provides automated metabolic reconstructions (accessible via a web interface) for
each genome that can be viewed via either KEGG or EMP maps to facilitate identification of
missing enzymes and subsequent searches for candidate proteins to fill these metabolic pathway
gaps through use of high-resolution tools, such as Dragonfly and PhyloBlocks, developed by our
group. As annotations are updated in the GNARE system they can readily be propagated through
the metabolic constructions, thereby further facilitating the process of predicting protein functions
in context of metabolic pathways. Simultaneous analysis of all 10 proteomes provides a foundation
for comparative analysis of metabolic pathways characteristic of particular strains. We will present
examples of the resulting predicted metabolic diversity among the various strains of Shewanella.

Identification of taxonomy-specific metabolic signatures using Chisel. A workbench for identifi-
cation and evolutionary analysis of taxonomic and phenotypic variations of enzymes Chisel was used
as a supporting tool for automated prediction of function for the 10 Shewanella proteomes. Chisel
predicted enzyme assignments for 9,946 of a total 43,691 proteins in the 10 genomes. The number
of EC assignments for individual genomes ranged from 718 in §. denitrificans OS217 to 1,081 for

S. oneidensis MR-1. Interestingly, out of 1,081 enzymes predicted by Chisel in MR-1, 598 proteins
corresponded to enzyme variations specific to Proteobacteria, 217 proteins to Gammaproteobacteria; 11
to Alteromonadales and 39 enzymes to the Shewanella Genus. Such variations in levels of taxonomic
specificity indicate that enzymes in metabolic pathways evolve at different rates. In the course of
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adaptation some of the enzymes become more specific to particular taxonomies. The Shewanella-spe-
cific variations of enzymes were found to be associated predominantly with core metabolic pathways
(e.g., glycolysis, purine and pyrimidine biosynthesis, metabolism of amino acids) as well as chemo-
taxis and sensory transduction processes. This observation suggests significant systems-level adapta-
tion that led to diversification of enzymes in this group of organisms in the course of evolution.
Identification of taxonomy-specific signature enzymes may provide insights into mechanisms driving
the emergence of taxonomy and phenotype-specific pathways. The Chisel system also supports the
development of PCR primers and oligonucleotides corresponding to these models using the CODE-
HOP program (Henikoft and Henikoff, 1996). This feature can assist experimentalists in identifying
particular enzymatic functions in organisms of interest using biochip- or PCR-based technologies.

Discovery of potential cases of horizontal gene transfer. The Chisel analysis also helps to identify
potential cases of horizontal gene transfer. According to our analysis a significant number of en-
zymatic genes in Shewanella appear to have been acquired from Cyanobacteria and Firmicutes. For
example, analysis of the MR-1 revealed 18 proteins most similar to Cyanobacterial enzymes and 36
enzymes that are most closely related to various Firmicutes.

Cyanobacteria
Chisel Cluster
yrlg‘-:‘hutyshs

Noﬁ‘%h

Fig 2. Phylogenetic tree for peptide deformylase (EC 3.5.1.88). MR-1 has 3 copies of this enzyme: 2
were classified by Chisel algorithm to a proteobacterial cluster (SF004749_6_B_Proteobacteri8) and
one to a cyanobacterial cluster (SFO04749_6_B_Cyanobacteria4).

The poster will present a detailed examination of these findings.
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3 GTL

Modeling Conserved Indels as Phylogenetic Markers in Shewanella

John P. McCrow™ (mccrow@usc.edu), Kenneth H. Nealson,? and Michael S. Waterman'

!Computational Molecular Biology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California and
*Geobiology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California

Project Goals: This project is a component of the Shewanella Federation and as such contrib-
utes to the overall goal of applying the tools of genomics, leveraging the availability of genome
sequence for 18 additional strains of Shewanella, to better understand the ecophysiology and
speciation of respiratory-versatile members of this important genus. To understand these
systems the SF is using genome-based approaches to investigate Shewanella as a system of
integrated networks; first describing key cellular subsystems those involved in signal transduc-
tion, regulation, and metabolism—then building towards understanding the function of whole
cells and, eventually, cells within populations. As a general approach, the SF is collectively
employing complimentary “top-down” bioinformatics-based genome functional predictions,
high-throughput expression analyses, and functional genomics approaches to uncover key genes
as well as metabolic and regulatory networks. The “bottom-up” component employs more tradi-
tional approaches including genetics, physiology and biochemistry to test or verify predictions.
This information will ultimately be linked to analyses of signal transduction and transcriptional
regulatory systems and used to develop a linked model that will contribute to understanding the
ecophysiology of Shewanella in redox stratified environments.

Phylogenetic signal derived from small subunit rRNA or core protein sequences is especially con-
tusing and noisy among bacterial genomes, perhaps partially due to elevated levels of lateral gene
transfer between lineages. The use of Rare Genomic Changes (RGCs) as phylogenetic characters has
been proposed as potentially yielding higher quality information about the evolutionary history of
genomes than collections of nucleotide or amino acid substitutions. High level genomic information
including gene content, gene order, conserved inserts or deletions (indels), and nucleotide composi-
tion such as GC content, have been used to track evolutionary relationships between organisms
within common core gene sets. However, the use of RGCs is limited in mainstream phylogenetic
analysis because, unlike for conserved amino acid sequences, no statistical models exist to describe
these high level genomic events.

We describe a method for the direct alignment, statistical modeling, and integration of conserved
indels with adjacent amino acid sequence for improved phylogenetic signal. The best multiple
alignment of amino acid sequences is not suitable for directly aligning conserved indels. Instead, we
perform all pairwise alignments around potential indels, and filter out those with ambiguous clas-
sifications, as far as conserved indel states, to reduce homoplasy. The resulting set of conserved indels
defines the highest confidence splits and are used as phylogenetic characters to infer the historical
branching order of the species involved. While the extent of homoplasy within conserved indels is
assumed to be low, we know of no previous statistical models or attempts to quantify independent
convergent events or reversion rates of conserved indels. By integrating adjacent amino acid se-
quences with their corresponding conserved indels we can estimate the extent of homoplasy within
conserved indels themselves, as well as improve the accuracy of phylogenetic signal from conserved
proteins.

Conserved indels have great potential in aiding our understanding and validation of both the histori-
cal branching order of species, as well as the identification of lateral gene transfer events. They may
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also be particularly suited for use as simple molecular markers of lineage and have the potential to be
used to easily identify species present in an unknown mixed or pure sample without the need for any
sequencing. Here we focus on exploring the utility of conserved indels to describe the phylogenetic
relationships among sequenced species of the bacterial genus Shewanella.

4 GTL

Shewanella Population Comparative Genomics and Proteomics:
Connecting Speciation, Ecophysiology, and Evolution

Jorge L.M. Rodrigues™ (rodrig76@msu.edu), Konstantinos T. Kostantinidis,> Margaret F. Romine,?
Margrethe H. Serres,* Lee Ann McCue,® Mary S. Lipton,?® Carol S. Giometti,* Anna Obraztova,” Matt
Marshall,® Miriam Land,® Kenneth H. Nealson,> James K. Fredrickson,? and James M. Tiedje'

'Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan; 2Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts; *Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Richland, Washington; “Marine
Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, Massachusetts; “Argonne National Laboratory, Argonne, Illinois;
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California; and °*Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Project Goals: Integrated genome-based studies of Shewanella ecophysiology. The overall goal of
this project is to apply the tools of genomics, to better understand the ecophysiology and specia-
tion of respiratory-versatile members of the Shewanella genus.

Shewanella is a very versatile microorganism, capable of respiring more than 10 electron acceptors
and found in many different environments. Therefore, Shewanella has potential to be used in differ-
ent bioremediation schemes ranging from nitrate contaminant removal to metal and radionuclides
reduction/immobilization processes. Previous molecular and physiological studies have primarily fo-
cused on Shewanella oneidensis MR-1, but it is still unclear whether prokaryotic systems biology can
rely on a single model organism to predict functional responses for its entire population. Here, we
extend the knowledge about the Shewanella genus by comparing closed genomes and their respective
proteomes of 10 strains of this genus, including: §. oneidensis MR-1, 8. putrefaciens W3-18-1, S. pu-
trefaciens CN-32, Shewanella sp. MR-7, Shewanella sp. MR-4, Shewanella sp. ANA-3, 8. denitrificans
085217, 8. frigidimarina NCIMB 400, 8. loihica PV-4, and §. amazonensis SB2B. The availability of
these genomes allows questions towards the following aims: 1) to identify the gene core content of
Shewanella genus, 2) to find genetic differences responsible for the ecological and physiological dif-
ferentiation among the strains, and 3) to identify the ecological forces being implemented at genome
level leading to speciation.

Results from comparative genomics showed that the above strains vary from 70 to 98.4% on pair-
wise average nucleotide identity (ANI). These results reveal a continuum of genetic relatedness for all
sequenced genomes. The gene core dataset was calculated with use of three different methods giving
similar values: 1817 for reciprocal DNA best match (Konstantinidis and Tiedje (2005), 1984 for
protein alignments of 70% and a scoring matrix with Pam value of 100 (Serres and Riley 2006), and
2075 for pairwise reciprocal BLAST. The gene core dataset identified in all three sets is 1718 genes.
Genome synteny deteriorated rapidly as the ANI decreased to values below 80%, indicating extensive
chromosomal rearrangements that might have significant functional impact on the phenotypic and
proteomic profiles of Shewanella species. The predicted central metabolism is almost identical and
we have identified over 90 conserved pathways to this date for all sequenced genomes. A survey of
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unique genes belonging to each of the strains revealed that the majority fell into select categories: 1)
hypotheticals, 2) mobile elements, 3) motility and attachment, 4) sensory, and 5) regulatory genes.
Co-localization of many of the unique genes on the genome suggests that many may have been
acquired via lateral transfer. These differences might indicate that ecological forces are being imple-
mented at the genome level, allowing short term niche adaptation (for closely related strains), leading
to later speciation (distantly related species).

Proteomic analyses using two-dimensional electrophoresis and ion trap mass spectrometry were
performed for all sequenced strains, resulting in larger differences at proteomic level in comparison to
genomic analyses. These results might indicate extensive differences at the regulatory level, since all
strains were grown under identical conditions.

Shewanella denitrificans is the only member of this group unable to reduce iron and hence provides
an excellent tool to investigate which genes may be responsible for adaptation to this metabolic
resource. Functions unique to the metal reduced that were highlighted by this type of compara-

tive analysis include: 1) quinol:fumarate reductase, 2) Fe(III) permease, 3, glycogen metabolism, 4)
lactate oxidation, 5) NiFe hydrogenase, and 6) a large cluster of fatty acid biosynthetic genes. This
strain is devoid of any proteins containing more than four cytochrome ¢ heme binding motifs or of
metaquinone biosynthetic genes. While also found in §. denitrificans an alternative variant of Na-
translocating NADH-quinone reductase and ammonifying nitrate reductase was found only in the
metal reducting Shewanellae. S. denitrificans lacks various signal transduction/regulatory proteins and
transporters that are believed to be associated with anaerobic metabolism.

These results highlight the power of comparative bioinformatics, proteomics, and phenotypic analy-
ses of related sequenced strains to acquire a greater understanding of evolution and ecophysiology
speciation.

References
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The Complete Genome of the Uncultivated Ultra-Deep Subsurface
Bacterium Desulforudis audaxviator Obtained by Environmental
Genomics

Dylan Chivian** (DCChivian@Ibl.gov), Eric J. Alm,? Eoin L. Brodie,? David E. Culley,* Thomas M.
Gihring,® Alla Lapidus,® Li-Hung Lin,” Steve Lowry,® Duane P. Moser,® Paul Richardson,” Gordon
Southam,® Greg Wanger,’ Lisa M. Pratt,’”° Adam P. Arkin'>""">'% (aparkin@lbl.gov), Terry C. Hazen,'?
Fred J. Brockman,* and Tullis C. Onstott™

Virtual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival, http://vimss.lbl.gov; 2Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory, Berkeley, California; *Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts;
*Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Richland, Washington; *Florida State University, Tallahassee,
Florida; *DOE Joint Genome Institute, Berkeley, California; "National Taiwan University, Taipei,
Taiwan; *Desert Research Institute, Las Vegas, Nevada; *University of Waterloo, London, Ontario,
Canada; Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana; "University of California, Berkeley, California;
2Howard Hughes Medical Institute, Chevy Chase, Maryland; *Department of Bioengineering,

University of California, Berkeley, California; and *Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey

Project Goals: Environmental Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) is developing computational mod-
els that describe and predict the behavior of gene regulatory networks in microbes in response

to the environmental conditions found in DOE waste sites. The research takes place within

the Virtual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS). Based at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL), VIMSS supports an integrated and multi-institutional program
to understand the ability of bacteria and other microorganisms to respond to and survive external
stresses. VIMSS was established in 2002 with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy Ge-
nomics:GTL Program for Rapid Deduction of Stress Response Pathways in Metal/Radionuclide
Reducing Bacteria. LBNL is operated by the University of California for the U.S. Department of
Energy.

A more complete picture of life on Earth, and even life iz the Earth, has recently become pos-
sible through the application of environmental genomics. We have obtained the complete genome
sequence of a new genus of the Firmicutes, the uncultivated sulfate reducing bacterium Desulforudis
audaxviator, by filtering fracture water from a borehole at 2.8 km depth in a South African gold
mine. The DNA was sequenced at the JGI using a combination of traditional Sanger sequencing
and 454 pyrosequencing, and assembled into just one genome, indicating the planktonic community
is extremely low in diversity. We analyzed the genome of D. audaxviator using the MicrobesOnline
annotation pipeline and toolkit (http://www.microbesonline.org, and see MicrobesOnline abstract),
which offers powerful resources for comparative genome analysis, including operon predictions and
tree-based comparative genome browsing. MicrobesOnline allowed U.S. to compare the D. audax-
viator genome with other sequenced members of the Firmicutes in the same clade (primarily Pelo-
tomaculum thermoproprionicum, Desulfotomaculum reducens, Carboxydothermus hydrogenoformans, and
Thermoanaerobacter tengcongensis), as well as other known sulfate reducers (including Archacoglobus
Jfulgidus and Desulfovibrio vulgaris). D. audaxviator gives a view to the set of tools necessary for what
appears to be a self-contained, independent lifestyle deep in the Earth’s crust. The genome is not very
streamlined, and indicates a motile, endospore forming sulfate reducer with pili that can fix its own
nitrogen and carbon. D. audaxviator is an obligate anaerobe, and lacks obvious homologs of many of
the traditional O, tolerance genes, consistent with the low concentration of O, in the fracture water
and its long-term isolation from the surface. D. audaxviator provides a complete genome representa-
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tive of the Gram-positive bacteria to further our understanding of dissimilatory sulfate reducing
bacteria and archaea, and offers the full complement of genes necessary for an independent lifestyle
based solely on interactions with the geochemistry of the deep subsurface.

GTL

Genomic Comparisons Between a Metal-Resistant Strain of
Desulfovibrio vulgaris and the Type Strain D. vulgaris Hildenborough

C.B. Walker,”* D. Joyner,>* D. Chivian,**S.S. Stolyar,'# K. Hillesland,"* J. Gabster,"* P. Dehal,>* M.
Price,* T.C. Hazen,>* A.P. Arkin** (aparkin@Ibl.gov), P.M. Richardson,® D. Bruce,® and D.A. Stahl"**

'University of Washington, Seattle, Washington; 2Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley,
California; SDOE Joint Genome Institute, Walnut Creek, California; and *Virtual Institute for
Microbial Stress and Survival, http://vimss.Ibl.gov

Project Goals: Environmental Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) is developing computational mod-
els that describe and predict the behavior of gene regulatory networks in microbes in response

to the environmental conditions found in DOE waste sites. The research takes place within

the Virtual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS). Based at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL), VIMSS supports an integrated and multi-institutional program
to understand the ability of bacteria and other microorganisms to respond to and survive external
stresses. VIMSS was established in 2002 with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy Ge-
nomics:GTL Program for Rapid Deduction of Stress Response Pathways in Metal/Radionuclide
Reducing Bacteria. LBNL is operated by the University of California for the U.S. Department of
Energy.

As part of the Virtual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS), the Environmental
Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) investigates the metabolic response of a sulfate-reducing bacterium,
Desulfovibrio vulgaris Hildenborough, to contaminants found at DOE sites. Under this aegis, the
ESPP Applied Environmental Core (AEC) seeks to isolate and characterize environmentally
relevant sulfate-reducing bacterium from contaminated sites. Comparative analyses between these
isolates and Desulfovibrio vulgaris Hildenborough provides an informative framework for further
elucidating mechanisms of microbial adaptation to environmental stressors. To this end, a sulfate-
reducing bacterium closely related to D. vu/garis Hildenborough was isolated from heavy-metal
impacted lake sediments located in northern Illinois (Lake DePue). Initial characterization by the
ESPP AEC and Functional Genomics Core (FGC) revealed differences in genome content and
structure between this strain (DePue) and strain Hildenborough, despite a very high level of 16S
rRNA sequence similarity (>99%). Phenotypic analyses of this strain by the AEC revealed significant
differences in minimum inhibitory concentrations for a variety of compounds when compared with
strain Hildenborough. Strain DePue exhibited greater tolerance towards Cr(VI) and increased
sensitivity to nitrate. Small differences were observed in growth rates, although not sensitivity, for
sodium between the two strains. Genome sequencing of strain DePue by the DOE Joint Genome
Institute indicated that the majority of genes (approximately 90%) share a high level of similarity
(>98%) to genes found in strain Hildenborough. However, the genome of strain DePue exhibits
multiple genome inversions and rearrangements, as well as the presence of a several hundred novel
genes not found in strain Hildenborough. Current analyses by the ESPP Computational Core (CC)
verified that strain DePue lacks at least six phage regions found in strain Hildenborough, but also
suggests at least two unique phage regions, one of which contains putative multi-drug efflux genes.
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Further curation of the genome by the ESPP CC, as well as mutant analysis by the FGC and AEC
should inform the basis for increased metal-tolerance of strain DePue and metal-resistance among
Desulfovibrio in general.

7 GTL

Web Tools for Revealing Relationships Among Strains, Taxa, and

Communities

T.G. Lilburn,' S.H. Harrison,** J.R. Cole,? P.R. Saxman,? and G.M. Garrity? (garrity@msu.edu)

!American Type Culture Collection, Manassas, Virginia; 2Michigan State University, East Lansing,
Michigan; and *University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Project Goals: The goals of this project are to develop and deploy tools that support analyses and
visualizations of extremely large sequence data sets used in phylogenetic reconstructions. Cur-
rent efforts are focused on validation of the self-organizing self-correcting classifier developed
earlier and deployment of the tool as a web service that integrates with the RDP-II project.

Statistical approaches to understanding the species richness of prokaryotic communities in diverse
environments indicate that there are thousands of yet to be cultured species (1, 4). Typically, puta-
tive members of these communities are classified and identified based on 16S rRNA genes in the
extracted environmental DNA. These sequences are known as “environmental clones” in order to
distinguish them from sequences from cultured organisms. The environmental clone sets are usually
compared with publicly available sequences and projected as trees. In recent years the percentage
of environmental clone 16S rRNA sequences in GenBank has increased from 67% to 80%. In our
efforts to maintain the nomenclatural taxonomy, it has become clear that the preponderance of
environmental clones is creating difficulties for researchers. We have applied our Taxomatic tool to
resolving the phylogenetic taxonomy of the prokaryotes and to explore the effects of environmental
clones on current classification and identification methods.

For illustrative purposes, we turn to Wagner’s recently proposed “super phylum” (5) that encompasses
three recognized phyla (the Verrucomicrobia, the Planctomycetes, and the Chlamydiae), the Lenti-
sphaerae (currently part of the Verrucomicrobia) and two groups that contain no cultured representa-
tives (the OP3 candidate phylum and the Poribacteria). When we searched GenBank for SSU rDNA
sequences affiliated with the six groups and compared them with a comparable set of sequences
obtained from the RDP-II database, the differences were startling. We retrieved 3,568 SSU rDNA
sequences from GenBank and 4,595 from the RDP-II database. The intersection of these two sets
included only 2,160 sequences; 2,435 sequences were identified as members of this group only by the
RDP-II and 1,408 were identified only by GenBank (Figure 1). Clearly, the interpretation of a com-
munity analysis would differ depending on the data set used to classify the sequences obtained from
the environment.

* Presenting author



Organism Sequencing, Annotation, and Comparative Genomics

2435

1

3568
Classified as

— 4595

Classified as one
of the 6 groups
in RDP-II

one of the 6
groups in NCBI

216
Not in RDP-II

Figure 1: Showing the distribution of sequences identified as members of the six groups proposed to
be members of a super phylum. Overall, 6,003 sequences were retrieved from the two databases, but
only 2,160 sequences were identified by both databases as members of the six groups.

A comparison of the two classifications could help explain why there is such a marked difference in
the data sets. The comparison was done using the Taxomatic, a web service built around the SOSCC
algorithm (3). The algorithm produces visualizations of classifications as heat maps in R. Because
biologists may not be familiar with the R or S statistical programming environments in which the
algorithm runs, we have developed a web service to produce heat maps on demand. The web service
has three components. The first allows users to assemble a data set and/or select a starting classifica-
tion using an already-familiar interface — the RDP-II web site. The second consists of the compute
engine — in essence the SOSCC algorithm running on a separate server. The third presents the
results in the form of a dynamic heat map that allows users to drill down through the hierarchy and
to link to external resources using digital object identifiers through NamesforLife semantic resolu-
tion services. Messaging and operations are handled by web service definition language documents in
combination with the simple object access protocol. This architecture provides a robust and scalable
interface to large dynamic information resources, such as the RDP-II.

Performance-tuning of the SOSCC feature set is centered around usage cases, including benchmark-
ing, subsampling, comparing alternative hierarchies, and charting novel sequences. In the simplest
case, users can upload a list of sequence identifiers to produce a publication-ready heatmap of their
data. More advanced options support input of predefined or user-derived classifications. Output of
intermediate steps and documentation in the SOSCC classification process are also available for user
inspection. Scalability issues are also being addressed so that SOSCC web services will function as
the dataset grows.

Odur results show that user classifications captured by GenBank are distorting our picture of micro-
bial diversity. Many sequences in GenBank have been placed into the taxonomic hierarchy by the
submitting authors at the time of deposit, based on a BLAST-nearest neighbor approach. We have
previously reported that BLAST cannot reliably determine the nearest rRNA sequence, most likely
because of the high degree of similarity among all rRNA sequences (2). Moreover, since research-
ers apply the classification (and other annotations) from the BLAST nearest neighbor to their
sequence(s), and since it is likely that the nearest neighbor is an environmental clone, each iteration
of this process moves the classification another step away from any data anchored to a cultivated
organism. Annotation transfer relies completely on the accuracy of prior work and therefore can
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lead to misclassifications or misidentifications. This strategy also has the effect of propagating and
amplifying prior errors, especially in the case of taxa for which there are few cultured representatives.
In contrast, the RDP-II has implemented an on the fly Bayesian classifier to place sequences into the
classification during downloading from GenBank. The classifier is trained with a carefully validated
set of sequences from the nomenclatural taxonomy, so the RDP-II (and thus the Taxomatic web
service) is able to provide users with more reliable and up-to-date assessments of community mem-
bership and more accurate identifications of new taxa, based on the SSU rDNA sequences.
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High Quality Microbial Finishing at JGI

Alla Lapidus™ (alapidus@lbl.gov), Eugene Goltsman," Steve Lowry,' Hui Sun," Alicia Clum,’
Stephan Trong,' Pat Kale,' Alex Copeland,' Patrick Chain,? Cliff Han,* Tom Brettin,® Jeremy
Schmutz,* and Paul Richardson'

'DOE Joint Genome Institute (JGI) Production Genomics Facility, Walnut Creek, California;
?JGI-Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California; *]JGI-Los Alamos National
Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico; and *JGI-Stanford, Stanford, California

Project Goals: To provide JGI collaborators with the highest possible quality complete microbial
genomes.

The value of complete microbial genome sequence is established and appreciated by scientific com-
munity. A finished genome represents the genome assembly of high accuracy and quality (with no
gaps), verified and confirmed through a number of computer and lab experiments. Several yeas ago
JGI has established a set of high standards for the final microbial assembly and has been strictly fol-

lowing them thereafter.

More than 100 microbial projects have been completed since that time within the framework of the
JGT’s portfolio (DOE GTL program, DOE Microbial program and the Community Sequencing
Program). Progress in DNA sequencing technology, design of new vectors for library construction,
improvements in finishing strategies and tools, as well as the availability of a number of assemblers
and advanced methods for OFR finding and genome annotation have significantly reduced the time
required for genome closure. Despite this fact, complexity and speed of genome closure depends on
the quality of DNA received, the whole genome shotgun libraries produced from this DNA, GC

content of the genome, the size and frequency of identical or nearly identical repetitive structures,
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and the amount of regions that can not be cloned or had to clone in E. co/i. The whole genome
finishing/assembly improvement pipeline will be presented showing the lab approaches and compu-
tational finishing techniques developed and implemented at JGI for finishing the large number of
microbial projects in the queue. We also will present our progress in completing metagenomic proj-
ects. A number of projects for which the combination of different sequencing technologies (Sanger
and 454) and finishing strategies were used will also be presented.

This work was performed under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Science, Biological and
Environmental Research Program, and by the University of California, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
under Contract No. W-7405-Eng-48, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory under Contract No. DE-AC02-
05CH11231 and Los Alamos National Laboratory under Contract No. W-7405-ENG-36.
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Evolution of Energy Metabolism in the Geobacteraceae

J.E. Butler* (jbutler@microbio.umass.edu), N.D. Young, D. Kulp, and D.R. Lovley

Department of Microbiology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts

Project Goals: To determine the evolution of energy metabolism in the Geobacter family.

To better understand the pathways of energy metabolism in the Geodacteraceae family of Fe(III) re-
ducers and electricigens, gene conservation, gene loss, and horizontal gene transfer were determined
for the whole genomes of six species in the family. According to 16S rDNA phylogeny, these six
species fall into two clades — the freshwater Geobacter clade that includes the Geodacter genus and P
propionicus, and the marine Desulfuromonas clade that includes D. acetoxidans and P. carbinolicus. We
sought to determine the gene set shared by all members of this family, as well as to explain the pres-
ence of Pelobacter species, both primarily fermentative organisms, in both clades of the Geobacteraceae.
The set of 529 proteins that were found in a single copy in each of the genomes were concatenated
and used to model the phylogeny of the family. This super-tree confirmed that there are two distinct
clades of Geobacteraceae species, and that there are Pelobacter species in each clade. Analysis of the
genes conserved in all six genomes showed there were 713 families common to all six species. A com-
plete TCA cycle was present in each species, although the Pelobacters had non-homologous isocitrate
dehydrogenase and fumarase enzymes. In addition, the enzyme complexes of the inner membrane
electron transport chain were generally well conserved. All species contained at least one NADH
dehydrogenase, a succinate dehydrogenase, and at least one ATP synthase. Notably, only the Pelobac-
ters lacked a cytochrome &c complex, which is predicted to move electrons from the inner membrane
out to the periplasm. Surprisingly, although each genome contains at least 40 c-type cytochrome
genes, only one of these genes was found to be conserved in all 6 members of this family, the catalytic
subunit of the nitrite reductase. None of the cytochromes previously shown to be required for Fe(III)
reduction or electricity generation in G. sulfurreducens was conserved in all the genomes. Analysis of
the Pelobacter species indicated that they have lost a similar set of genes when compared to the non-
fermenting species of the family, including: acetate transporters, all of the hydrogen-oxidizing hy-
drogenases, the formate dehydrogenases, and most of the c-type cytochromes. Analysis of gene gain
in the Pelobacter species indicate that both gained a small cluster of dehydrogenases that allow them
to use butanediol and acetoin. However, they metabolize these substrates with 2 different reaction
pathways, one involving carbon-fixation and the inner membrane electron transport complexes, and
the other dependent on only cytosolic proteins. These results indicate that the proto-Geobacter was
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likely a respiring species, dependent on oxidation of carbon compounds coupled to a typical chain of
electron transport complexes. The ability to ferment arose two separate times in this family.

10

Establishing Potential Chloroplast Function Through Phylogenomics

Sabeeha Merchant™ (merchant@chem.ucla.edu), Steven Karpowicz,' Arthur Grossman,? Simon
Prochnik,® and Dan Rokhsar®

'Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of California, Los Angeles, California;
“Department of Plant Biology, The Carnegie Institution, Stanford, California; and *DOE Joint
Genome Institute, Walnut Creek, California and Center for Integrative Genomics, Department of

Molecular and Cell Biology, University of California, Berkeley, California

Project Goals: The structure and metabolism of chloroplasts from green algae and land plants is
strikingly well conserved, especially with respect to components of the photosynthetic apparatus
and the factors involved in its assembly and maintenance. Analyses of genome sequences from
various algae and plants have suggested that novel components of the chloroplast might be
revealed by comparative phylogenomics. Chlamydomonas has served historically as a powerful
model organism for the discovery of photosynthetic components and fundamental aspects of
chloroplast genome expression. Therefore, we sought to use the complete set of Chlamydomonas
protein annotations as a central data set for divining highly conserved components in the chlo-
roplast. A list of 189 proteins conserved in organisms with green chloroplasts was generated. The
goal of the project is to assess the functions of proteins on this list whose functions are not yet
known. This would involve phenotypic analysis of mutants, sub-cellular locations of proteins,
identification of interaction partners, and patterns of expression.

The structure and metabolism of chloroplasts from green algae and land plants is strikingly well
conserved, especially with respect to components of the photosynthetic apparatus and the factors in-
volved in its assembly and maintenance. Analyses of genome sequences from various algae and plants
have suggested that novel components of the chloroplast might be revealed by comparative phyloge-
nomics. Chlamydomonas has served historically as a powerful model organism for the discovery of
photosynthetic components and fundamental aspects of chloroplast genome expression. Therefore,
we sought to use the complete set of Chlamydomonas protein annotations as a central data set for
divining highly conserved components in the chloroplast. The putative orthologs of Chlamydomonas
genes from organisms with full genome sequences (Arabidopsis, Physcomitrella, diatoms, Ostreococcus
spp., cyanobacteria, nematode, slime mold, human, Neurospora, Phytophthora, archaea, and non-pho-
tosynthetic bacteria) were determined based on a mutual best hits approach with WU-blast (Version
2). Next, we attempted to add only close paralogs or “inparalogs” (genes that have duplicated since
speciation [1]) to pairs of orthologs, while excluding ‘outparalogs’, although this is hard at such large
evolutionary distances. The combination of paralogs and orthologs generated clusters of proteins that
were presumably represented in the ancestor by a single gene. Having made clusters of genes from
organisms across the kingdoms of life, we were able to ask for clusters that contained proteins from
certain combinations of organisms, enabling U.S. to generate a series of lists of proteins conserved

in different green organisms but not present in non-photosynthetic eukaryotes or prokaryotes from
the protein clusters. We started with a list of 914 proteins conserved between Arabidopsis and Chlam-
ydomonas but not present in the non-photosynthetic organisms used in the study, and then restricted
the lists sequentially by inclusion of additional photosynthetic organisms, in order: Physcomitrella,
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Ostreococcus, diatoms, Cyanidioschizon merolae and cyanobacteria. For Ostreococcus, diatoms and cyano-
bacteria, where genome sequences of more than one species are available, parallel lists requiring the
presence of orthologs in “at least one” or “both” species were generated. A working list consisting of
189 Chlamydomonas proteins in 145 clusters, consisting of proteins conserved in Arabidopsis, Chlam-
ydomonas, Physcomitrella, Ostreococcus and at least one diatom was analyzed in detail for a) known or
predicted protein functions, b) predicted or experimentally-determined protein localization and c)
pattern of expression of the Arabidopsis homolog. Most of the proteins on the list are indeed plastid
localized or predicted to be so, and in most cases the pattern of expression is compatible with a func-
tion in photosynthesis or other anabolic pathways. There are no false positives on this list among the
known proteins (~ 50% of the total), which include proteins unique to photosynthesis or the biogen-
esis of the photosynthetic apparatus, such as phosphoribulokinase, OEE proteins, Rubisco methyl
transferase, HCF164, and enzymes involved in tetrapyrrole metabolism such as DVR, CHLD,
GUN4, HMOX. Components unique to chloroplast metabolism were also identified among the
known proteins, including proteins in the Vitamin E and Vitamin C biosynthesis pathways, and di-
hydropicolinate reductase in a plant specific lysine biosynthesis pathway. Plastid-specific isozymes of
the pyruvate dehydrogenase complex were also selected. On this basis we conclude that the unknown
components are likely to represent chloroplast-localized proteins with functions in photosynthesis or
other key chloroplast metabolic pathways. Furthermore, motif analysis suggests that some of some
unknown proteins may function in redox regulation, metabolite exchange, or genome maintenance/
expression. Our conservative phylogenomics strategy is likely to have identified many novel proteins
involved in photosynthesis, with few false hits. While the computational analysis was facilitated by
the whole genome sequence of Chlamydomonas; the experimental accessibility of the organism means
these predictions can be tested very readily.

Research sponsored by U.S. DOE Energy Biosciences, USDA NRI Plant Biochemistry, and NSF Plant Genome.
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Beneficial Effects of Endophytic Bacteria on Biomass Production by
Poplar

Safiyh Taghavi and Daniel van der Lelie* (vdlelied@bnl.gov)
Biology Department, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York

Project Goals: The aim of this project is to understand the beneficial interaction between poplar
and its endophytic bacteria. The association of endophytic bacteria with their plant hosts have
been shown to have a growth-promoting effect for many different plant species. Endophytic
bacteria have several mechanisms by which they can promote plant growth and health. These
include the production of phytohormones or enzymes involved in growth regulator metabolism
such as ethylene, 1-aminocyclopropane-1-carboxylic acid (ACC) deaminase, auxins, indoleacetic
acid (IAA) or cytokinins. These mechanisms are of direct importance to the DOE mission of
carbon sequestration through biomass production. In addition, endophytic bacteria can help their
host plants to overcome the phytotoxic effects caused by environmental contamination, which is of
direct relevance for waste management and pollution control via phytoremediation technologies.
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Introduction

The association of endophytic bacteria with their plant hosts have been shown to have a growth-
promoting effect for many different plant species. Endophytic bacteria have several mechanisms by
which they can promote plant growth and health. These include the production of phytohormones
or enzymes involved in growth regulator metabolism such as ethylene, 1-aminocyclopropane-1-
carboxylic acid (ACC) deaminase, auxins, indoleacetic acid (IAA) or cytokinins. These mechanisms
are of direct importance to the DOE mission of carbon sequestration through biomass production.
In addition, endophytic bacteria can help their host plants to overcome the phytotoxic effects caused
by environmental contamination, which is of direct relevance for waste management and pollution
control via phytoremediation technologies.

Scientific approach

Recent research by our group has illustrated the potential of endophytic bacteria to increase the net
primary biomass production of the host Populus tree. The goal of our research is to identify specific
strains of endophytic bacteria that improve the growth and carbon sequestration potential of Populus.
We therefore conducted a high-throughput screen of approximately 100 bacterial endophyte strains
to identify those strains with the greatest impact on Populus net primary productivity. As an example,
the results of inoculation of poplar with 8 different endophytic strains are presented. The most
significant stimulation in growth was observed with Enterobacter sp. 638*, followed by Burkholderia
cepacia 1..S.2.4 and Stenotrophomonas maltophilia R551-3*. Some strains had no significant effect on
biomass production as compared to non inoculated control plants. This was the case for Enterobacter
sp. R558-1, Pseudomonas putida W619%, Serratia proteamaculans 568" and plants inoculated with the
soil bacterium Ralstonia metallidurans CH34 (control). Interestingly, plants inoculated with Mezhy-
lobacterium populi BJ001* showed a strong reduction in growth, despite the fact that this strain was
isolated as an endophyte from poplar tissue cultures.

To better understand the interactions between poplar and its endophytic bacteria we initiated in col-
laboration with DOE’s JGI the full genome sequencing of 5 endophytic strains (marked by *). A first
analysis of the draft genome sequences resulted in the identification of several functions that would
allow the endophytic bacteria to interact with the development of their poplar host. Several strains
contained a copy of a 1-aminocyclopropane-1-carboxylic acid (ACC) deaminase gene, seemed to be
able to produce indoleacetic acid (IAA), or metabolize phenyl acetic acid. In addition, Pseudomonas
putida W619 was shown to contain the uptake carrier for 4-amino butyrate, another important plant
hormone. Genome comparison between the endophytes and closely related non-endophytic strains
from the same species should provide U.S. with valuable insights about the essential functions for
successful endophytic colonization by these bacteria of their poplar host.
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Figure 1: beneficial effects of endophytic colonization on the biomass production of their poplar host.
Results are the average of 7 poplar trees per condition.

Future work

We will test the hypothesis that the interacting genomes of bacterial endophytes and Popu/us not
only increase Populus biomass production, but also increase partitioning of resources into long-

lived, i.e. recalcitrant forms of carbon. In parallel, endophyte properties that are hypothesized to be
important for colonization and plant growth promotion will be investigated, including capacity for
production of extracellular hydrolytic enzymes, nitrogen-fixing enzymes, and low molecular weight
compounds such as phytohormones. Also, the dynamics of endophytic colonization will be explored
using GFP-expressing endophytic strains. With these data in hand we will embark upon a systems
biology approach to better understand the interaction between endophytic bacteria and their Populus
host. The resulting comprehensive view of the endophyte-Populus interacting genomes has the
potential to be used in developing recommendation in use of endophyte inoculant to increase carbon
sequestration in Popu/us plantations.
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Structure and Dynamics of Natural Low-Diversity Microbial
Communities
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Project Goals: The interdisciplinary research in our GTL project is motivated by the desire to
understand how microbial communities assemble, the interplay amongst community members,
and the mechanisms of microbial adaptation and evolution. Chemoautotrophic acid mine drain-
age (AMD) microbial biofilms have proven particularly tractable for these analyses due to their
comparatively low species richness. The goal of this subproject is to develop experimental and
computational approaches for the comprehensive characterization of the proteome of the AMD
system to investigate the nature of the gene expression and conservation amongst the various
microbial members of this consortium. Proteomic information will be integrated with genomic
and biochemical datasets to help elucidate the structure and activity of microbial communities in
their natural environmental context.

The interdisciplinary research in our GTL project is motivated by the desire to understand how
microbial communities assemble, the interplay amongst community members, and the mechanisms
of microbial adaptation and evolution. Our approach is to use cultivation-independent methods to
study the structure and activity of microorganisms in their natural environmental context. Chemoau-
totrophic acid mine drainage (AMD) microbial biofilms have proven particularly tractable for these
analyses due to their comparatively low species richness. Recent advances have relied upon the devel-
opment and application of community genomic and proteomic methods, as well as new contextual
information provided by geochemical analyses and ultrastructural characterization.

Genomic studies reveal that AMD biofilms are typically dominated by near clonal bacterial popula-
tions. Spatial and temporal analyses indicate essentially a single species of Leptospirillum group 111,
the only organism capable of nitrogen fixation, across a diversity of environment types. In contrast,
different biofilms are dominated by one of a set of Leptospirillum group II genomes formed by ho-
mologous recombination between two end member genome types. Analyses of biofilm growth stages
suggest selection for a UBA Leptospirillum group 11 type during initial colonization, introduction of
archaea and fungi in intermediate succession stages, and dominance by the 5-way CG Leprospirillum
group II genome type in mature biofilms.

* Presenting author



Microbial Community Sequencing and Analysis

Within bacterial populations, the predominant form of genomic heterogeneity is in gene content.
These differences are particularly prevalent in regions impacted by phage and plasmid integration.
In some cases, these regions encode key functions, including cytochrome variants and quorum sens-
ing genes. Our findings further indicate that subsets of these genes are under selection. Variation in
metabolic potential resulting from gain or loss of phage-related genes is inferred to be particularly
important in diversification of otherwise near clonal Leptospirillum group III populations. Predomi-
nance of a single genome type for each bacterial species may reflect strong clonal expansion events,
particularly early in the early colonization of the air-solution interface.

Archaea are numerically less abundant in biofilm communities. Archaeal populations typically have
complex genome pools consisting of combinatorial variants, and also exhibit heterogeneity in gene
content concentrated in phage insertion regions. The high degree of sequence-level variation is
maintained by rapid rates of homologous recombination, possibly ensuring a continuum of adapta-
tion potential. This may be important, given that they appear in successional stages where microenvi-
ronmental heterogeneity is likely the result of established biofilm architecture.

In addition to assembly of microbial consortia in response to physical and chemical conditions and
biofilm growth stage, recent evidence suggest that viral predation is an important selective force
that shapes microbial consortia and drives their evolution. We find evidence for dramatic crashes in
biofilm communities, possibly caused by phage blooms, accompanied by a switch in the dominant
bacterial strain type. Periodic decimation of the dominant populations is not unexpected (£i// the
king), given ongoing microbial evolution to outwit phage counterbalanced by phage evolution to
evade host defenses.

Microbial genomes may provide insight into the mechanisms of phage defense and record informa-
tion about the recent history of phage predation. All of the microorganisms in the AMD biofilms
contain at least one region of short tandem repeats separated by similar length spacer sequences
(CRISPR), accompanied by a set of CRISPR-associated proteins; previous studies have suggested
that this comprises a microbial immune system. We find very high levels of population heterogene-
ity in the spacers between tandem repeats, consistent with rapid diversification of the inventory of
possible RNAi-like molecules available to silence foreign DNA. A significant subset of the spacers
shows sequence similarity to transposase genes, prophage genes, and unassembled sequencing reads
(possible derived from phage). In combination with other data, results support a role of spacers

in phage defense. Extremely rapid CRISPR evolution is expected if the region is responding to a
rapidly changing selection pressure associated with phage predation. Bacterial CRISPR-associated
proteins are some of the most abundant proteins in the biofilms, reinforcing the importance of these
large genomic loci to organism survival. Ongoing parallel studies of phage communities, in combina-
tion with genomic and proteomic analysis of bacteria and archaea, will be vital for development of a
more detailed understanding of microbial community dynamics.

This research sponsored by the U.S. DOE-BER, Genomics:Genomics:GTL Program.
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A Novel Binning Approach and Its Application to a Metagenome From

a Multiple Extreme Environment
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Project Goals: A metagenome of the living microbial community present in low biomass sub-
surface sediments beneath a leaking high-level radioactive waste tank at the DOE Hanford Site
was analyzed using advanced bioinformatics methods. Besides very high levels of radiation this
microbial community was also subjected to high temperatures and dessication, extremely high
concentrations of chromium and nitrate, and alkaline conditions. The great majority of microbes
in most natural environments will be represented in metagenome sequence by a limited number
of genes which do not assemble, due to substantial community diversity and limited sequencing
depth. Therefore, a critical need is more accurate and informative binning of genes into taxo-
nomic groups, to enable improved reconstruction of the metabolic and physiological processes
operating in the community. We have developed a new approach for binning metagenome
sequences, and appled it to alow-biomass microbial community exposed for several decades to
multiple extreme conditions. We have discovered that many of the proteins found in this metage-
nome show homology to those found in extremophilic microbes, indicating that the community
has undergone systems-level changes.

A metagenome of the living microbial community present in low biomass subsurface sediments be-
neath a leaking high-level radioactive waste tank at the DOE Hanford Site was analyzed using ad-
vanced bioinformatics methods. Besides very high levels of radiation this microbial community was
also subjected to high temperatures and dessication, extremely high concentrations of chromium and
nitrate, and alkaline conditions. The great majority of microbes in most natural environments will

be represented in metagenome sequence by a limited number of genes which do not assemble, due
to substantial community diversity and limited sequencing depth. Therefore, a critical need is more
accurate and informative binning of genes into taxonomic groups, to enable improved reconstruction
of the metabolic and physiological processes operating in the community. We have developed a new
approach for binning metagenome sequences, and appled it to a low-biomass microbial community
exposed for several decades to multiple extreme conditions. We have discovered that many of the
proteins found in this metagenome show homology to those found in extremophilic microbes, indi-
cating that the community has undergone systems-level changes.

Hanford site metagenome. Biomass in the sediments is present in very low quantities (~10,000 cells
per gram), about one-millionth the levels routinely found in soils. In order to exclude the large frac-
tion of dead cells and to provide adequate biomass for library construction, many culture enrichments
were pooled. Low-coverage shotgun sequencing was performed by the DOE Production Genomics
Facility. Metagenome sequence obtained from pooled enrichments from the extreme contamination
and low contamination zones were separately analyzed using bioinformatics approaches to achieve
the following: 1. Determine the taxonomy of organisms selected for by the extremophilic conditions
2. Reconstruct major physiological properties of the microbial community from available genomic
data and 3. Identify the sequence features associated with extremophilic phenotypes.
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The Schema Of Hanford Site Metagenome analysis
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1. Taxonomic Profiling (Binning) was done using: a) Phylogenetic analysis of the 16S rDNA b)
Taxonomic analysis of the BlastX results and c) Identification of taxonomic variations of enzymes
using the Chisel system being developed by our group. This unique step allows increasing resolution
and reliability of predictions of enzymatic capabilities characteristic for particular taxonomic groups
in the samples.

2. Reconstruction of Physiological Profiles for taxonomic groups of the microbial community. The gene
function predictions were based on the results of analysis of metagenomes using Chisel [http://
compbio.mcs.anl.gov/CHISEL] for identification of taxonomy and phenotype-specific variations
of enzymatic sequences, as well as by traditional bioinformatics tools (e.g. BlastX, InterPro, Blocks).
The predicted functions attributed to particular organisms or taxonomic groups were projected onto
the library of metabolic pathways from the EMP and KEGG databases. Reconstructions of signal

transduction and transmembrane transport systems were also performed.

Results

Sixty-three 16S rDNA and 13,388 protein sequences from the extreme and low contamination

zones were analyzed. According to the analysis of the 16S rDNA the extreme contaminatin zone was
dominated by Deinococcus-Thermus, Actinobacteria and Firmicutes. The Actinobacteria were represented
by Micrococcineae, Propionibacterineae, Corynebacterineae and Frankineae suborders. Taxonomic analy-
sis of Chisel results and BlastX hits has confirmed that this population was dominated by the Deino-
coccus-Thermus phylum (~60% of ORFs) and Actinobacteria (~37% of ORFs). A significant number of
homologs to sequences from extremophilic organisms were identified. The low contamination zone
was dominated by Proteobacteria and Actinobacteria; 6 of 9 16S rIDNA sequences were attributed to
Actinobacteria. Analysis of protein sequences using Blast and Chisel has attributed ~ 55% of trans-
lated ORF's to Proteobacteria phylum and 40% to Actinobacteria.
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Metabolic Reconstructions from sequence data were done using the gene function predictions based
on Chisel results and conventional bioinformatics tools. Due to low coverage of genomes in the
samples, in the majority of cases reconstruction of physiological profiles for individual species was
impossible. Therefore hierarchical reconstructions for higher taxonomic groups (e.g. genus, order)
were performed. The predicted enzymes in the most abundant groups (Actinomycetales and Bacillus)
corresponded to the core metabolic pathways. An interesting finding was the identification of en-
zymes in the streptomycin biosynthetic pathway in Actinobacteria. Streptomycin is known to induce
streptomycin-dependent error-prone protein biosynthesis, that may be advantageous for microorgan-
isms residing in extreme conditions.

Evolutionary Analysis of genomes of extremophilic organisms. The Chisel analysis of the extreme
contamination zone metagenome identified 543 enzymatic sequences corresponding to 263 distinct
enzymatic functions. The predominant taxonomic groups of organisms identified in the sample were
Actinomycetales (28%, corresponding to 152 Chisel predictions) and Bacillus (22%, corresponding

to 122 Chisel predictions). Other predicted groups included a number of hits from extremophilic
organisms: Deinococcus, Euryarchaeota, and Symbiobacterium thermophilum. These results match the
results predicted by 16S rDNA analysis of this data. Chisel allows for further investigation of this
metagenome by supporting the design of taxonomy-specific oligonucleotides for messenger RNA-
targeted fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) studies. These degenerative oligonucleotides are
based on the alignments of sequences corresponding to taxonomy-specific Chisel clusters.

The taxonomic profile of the microbial community identified in the extreme contamination zone
shows a surprising similarity to the community in untreated and low radiation (0.5 MRad) treated
soils of the Atacama desert (Rainey et al., 2004). Both populations were dominated by Actinobacteria,
Deinococcus and Firmicutes. This observation leads to the suggestion that microbial populations resid-
ing in extremophilic natural environments are pre-conditioned for adapting to and surviving new,
human-caused extremophilic conditions. To test this hypothesis we further analyzed the taxonomy-
specific variations of enzymes identified by Chisel in our metagenomes, using high-resolution bio-
informatics tools developed by our group (e.g. Dragonfly and Phyloblocks) for evolutionary analysis
of protein sequences. Our analysis shows divergent evolution of enzymatic functions that lead to the
emergence of Actinobacterial and Deinococcal variations of some essential enzymes of glycolysis, nu-
cleotide biosynthesis, DNA repair systems, and others. Many of these enzymes also show subsequent
convergent evolutionary changes characteristic for extremophilic microbes from different taxonomic
groups. We conclude that in the course of adaptation to the conditions in the Hanford sediments, the
community has undergone systems-level changes spanning multiple biological functions.
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Insights into Stress Ecology and Evolution of Microbial Communities
from Uranium-Contaminated Groundwater Revealed by
Metagenomics Analyses

Christopher L. Hemme,'*#* Ye Deng,' Terry Gentry,® Liyou Wu,! Matthew W. Fields,?® David Bruce,?
Chris Detter,? Kerrie Barry,® David Watson,® Paul Richardson,? James Bristow,® Terry C. Hazen,*8
James Tiedje,® Eddy Rubin,® Adam P. Arkin’# (aparkin@lbl.gov), and Jizhong Zhou'®

'Institute for Environmental Genomics, Department of Botany and Microbiology, University of
Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma; ?Department of Microbiology, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio;
*DOE Joint Genome Institute, Walnut Creek, California; *Earth Science Division, Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory, Berkeley, California; *Center for Microbial Ecology, Michigan State University,
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Project Goals: Environmental Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) is developing computational models
that describe and predict the behavior of gene regulatory networks in microbes in response to the
environmental conditions found in DOE waste sites. The research takes place within the Virtual
Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS). Based at Lawrence Berkeley National Labo-
ratory (LBNL), VIMSS supports an integrated and multi-institutional program to understand the
ability of bacteria and other microorganisms to respond to and survive external stresses. VIMSS
was established in 2002 with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy Genomics:GTL
Program for Rapid Deduction of Stress Response Pathways in Metal/Radionuclide Reducing
Bacteria. LBNL is operated by the University of California for the U.S. Department of Energy.

One of the central goals of ESPP is to understand the responses of microbial communities to various
stresses within the context of field applications. Towards this goal, we are sequencing groundwater
microbial communities with manageable diversity and complexity (~10-400 phylotypes) at the U.S
Department of Energy’s Environmental Remediation Science Program (ERSP)-Field Research
Center (FRC), Oak Ridge, TN. The microbial community has been sequenced from a groundwater
sample (FW106) contaminated with very high levels of nitrate, uranium and other heavy metals and
pH ~3.7. Consistent with trends expected in stressed ecosystems, the metagenome reveals a com-
munity of low species and strain diversity dominated by a single Frateuria-like y-proteobacteria with
other y- and B-proteobacteria present at low proportions. Metabolic reconstruction reveals specific
adaptations to the geochemical conditions of FW106 including genes encoding metal resistance
(czeABC, czcD, cadA, merA, arsB), denitrification, and solvent resistance (1,2-dichloroethene, acetone,
butanol). In addition to the presence of these specific genes, certain resistance genes also appear to
be overrepresented in the metagenome including genes from nitrate/nitrite transport (narK) and
metal translocation (czeABC, czcD, cadA), likely due to a combination of gene duplication and lateral
gene transfer. A screen for positive selection shows most of these genes to be under strong negative
selection, suggesting that in the short term at least, the overabundance of these transporters provide a
positive fitness benefit to the cell by increasing the rate of ion transport. SNP analysis revealed a low
level of polymorphism with the overwhelming majority of SNP representing unique changes within
the assembled reads, suggesting that the strains in the sample are largely clonal. A model is presented
for the evolution of microbial communities under high-stress conditions. To understand the meta-
bolic diversity of the groundwater microbial community, the microbial community (~400 phylotypes)
from the background well at the FRC is also currently under sequencing.

* Presenting author 25



Milestone 1

26

15

Changes in Microbial Community Structure During Biostimulation
for Uranium Reduction at Different Levels of Resolution

C. Hwang,"®* W.-M.Wu,2 T.J. Gentry,® J. Carley,* S.L. Carroll,* D. Watson,* P.M. Jardine,* J. Zhou,*2 T.C.
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Fields'®
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of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma; *Center for Environmental Biotechnology, Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory, Berkeley, California; "Department of Biology, University of Puerto Rico,
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Project Goals: Environmental Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) is developing computational mod-
els that describe and predict the behavior of gene regulatory networks in microbes in response

to the environmental conditions found in DOE waste sites. The research takes place within

the Virtual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS). Based at Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL), VIMSS supports an integrated and multi-institutional program
to understand the ability of bacteria and other microorganisms to respond to and survive external
stresses. VIMSS was established in 2002 with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy Ge-
nomics:GTL Program for Rapid Deduction of Stress Response Pathways in Metal/Radionuclide
Reducing Bacteria. LBNL is operated by the University of California for the U.S. Department of
Energy.

Former radionuclide waste ponds at the ERSP-Field Research Center in Oak Ridge, TN pose
several challenges for uranium bioremediation. The site is marked by acidic conditions, high con-
centrations of nitrate, chlorinated solvents, and heavy metals. Bacterial sulfate reduction can be an
important process for the bio-reduction of 7 sifu heavy metals, but little is known how potential
stressors can impact bio-reduction activities at the cellular, population, and community levels. A

goal of VIMSS is to characterize ecosystem responses at coordinated levels of resolution in order to
predict cellular responses at DOE waste sites. Through VIMSS efforts, population and community
level responses can be correlated with cellular responses from individual stress experiments, and this
work allows for a more complete understanding of the system. The current work uses a series of
re-circulating wells serve to create a subsurface bioreactor to stimulate microbial growth for in situ
U(VI) immobilization (Wu et al. ES&T 40:3986-3995). Well FW-104 is the injection well for the
electron donor (i.e., ethanol); well FW-026 is the extraction well for the recirculation loop; well FW-
101 and FW-102 are the inner zones of biostimulation; and FW-024 and FW-103 are upstream and
downstream wells, respectively, which are the outer protective zones. Microbial community composi-
tion and structure of the groundwater from the wells were analyzed via clonal libraries of partial SSU
rRNA gene sequences, a phylogenetic chip array (Bacteria and Archaea), and a functional gene chip
array over time. LIBSHUFF analysis for the clonal libraries of the re-circulating wells showed that
over each phase of manipulation for uranium immobilization, the bacterial communities of the inner
zones of biostimulation were more similar to each other than those of the outer protective zones. The
outer protective zones were more similar to the injection well. LIBSHUFF analyses for the clonal
libraries from FW-104 (injection), FW-101 and FW-102 (biostimulation) showed that bacterial
communities of the three wells were initially similar but developed changes through time. FW-101
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and FW-102 bacterial communities developed changes in parallel, while those of FW-104 showed
gradual changes. Diversity indices showed that bacterial diversity tended to increase during the initial
phase of uranium bioreduction and decreased toward the end of uranium bioreduction (i.e., low
U(VI) levels). In addition, when electron donor was added to the subsurface, community diversity
increased with a subsequent decline in U(VI) levels. However, when levels of potential electron
acceptors decreased, community diversity also decreased. As uranium levels declined, increasing De-
sulfovibrio- and Geobacter-like sequences were detected from the clonal libraries; moreover, Desu/fo-
vibrio-like sequences predominated over time. The results were further confirmed via RT-PCR, and
RT-PCR results correlated with OTU and PhyloChip distributions for Desulfovibrio. PhyloChip
analyses also demonstrated the presence and dynamics of both acetoclastic and hydrogenotrophic
methanogens. The microbial community dynamics from one of the 4 frequently sampled monitoring
wells (FW 102-3) was intensively analyzed with a functional gene array containing 27,000 probes
covering 10,000 genes and >100 gene categories. The microarray data indicated that during the
uranium reduction period, both FeRB and SRB populations reached their highest levels at Day 212,
followed by a gradual decrease over 500 days. The uranium concentrations in the groundwater were
significantly correlated with total abundance of c-type cytochrome genes (r=0.73, p<0.05) from Geo-
bacter-type FeRB and Desulfovibrio-type SRB, and with the total abundance of ds7AB (dissimilatory
sulfite reductase) genes (r=0.88, p<0.05). Mantel test of microarray data and chemical data also in-
dicated that there was significant correlation between the differences of uranium concentrations and
those of total c-cytochrome gene abundance (r=0.75, p <0.001) or dsrAB gene abundance (r=0.72,
p<0.01). The changes of more than a dozen individual c-type cytochrome genes from Geobacter sul-
Sfurreducens and Desulfovibrio desulfuricans showed significant correlations to the changes of uranium
concentrations among different time points. Also the changes of more than 10 dsrAB-containing
populations, including both cultured (e.g. Desulfovibrio spp., Desulfotomaculum, and Thermosedulfo-
vibrio) and non-cultured SRB were significantly related to the changes in uranium concentrations.
These results suggested the importance of these functions for iz sifu uranium reduction. Interest-
ingly, the changes of several dsrAB sequences previously recovered from this site (e.g., FW003269B,
FW300181B) showed significant correlations to the changes in uranium levels. In conclusion, the
microbial community composition and structure changed upon stimulating for uranium bioreduction
conditions, and that sequences representative of the sulfate-reducers Desulfovibrio spp. and metal-
reducers Geobacter spp. were detected in wells that displayed a decline in U(VI).
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Project Goals: Environmental Stress Pathway Project (ESPP) is developing computational mod-
els that describe and predict the behavior of gene regulatory networks in microbes in response to
the environmental conditions found in DOE waste sites. The research takes place within the Vir-
tual Institute for Microbial Stress and Survival (VIMSS). Based at Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory (LBNL), VIMSS supports an integrated and multi-institutional program to under-
stand the ability of bacteria and other microorganisms to respond to and survive external stresses.
VIMSS was established in 2002 with funding from the U.S. Department of Energy Genomics:
GTL Program for Rapid Deduction of Stress Response Pathways in Metal/Radionuclide Reduc-
ing Bacteria. LBNL is operated by the University of California for the U.S. Department of Energy.

Field Studies

Environmental Characterizations. Clonal libraries for the SSU rRNA gene are a commonly used tool
for the characterization of bacterial communities, and confidence intervals were predicted for accu-
racy of sequence determination from SSU rRNA libraries. The data and the model results suggested
that similarity values below 0.995 are likely derived from dissimilar sequences at a confidence level of
0.95, and not sequencing errors. The results confirmed that screening by direct sequence determina-
tion could be reliably used to differentiate at the species level (Fields et al., 2006). Clonal libraries
were then used to characterize changes in community structure along a contaminant plume (Oak
Ridge, TN) in terms of phylogenetic, functional, and geochemical changes. Such studies are essential
to understand how a microbial ecosystem responds to perturbations. Our results indicated that dif-
ferent gene sequences estimated different relationships between populations within the microbial
communities. However, functional groups that respond differently under a particular perturbation
should have different patterns of diversity along the contaminant gradient in relation to growth and
competitive displacement, and the data supported this hypothesis (Fields et al., 2006b). An additional
study characterized the community changes in a fluidized bed reactor for the treatment of uranium-
contaminated groundwater. Changes in community structure and composition were correlated to
operating conditions, and relationships between diversity and stability were discussed (Hwang et al.,
2006). Our current work has been the identification of predominant populations in the uranium/ni-
trate-contaminated subsurface during bio-stimulation for heavy metal reduction. The data, thus far,
indicated that when electron donor was added to the subsurface, community diversity increased with
a subsequent decline in U(VI) levels. However, when levels of potential electron acceptors decreased,
community diversity also decreased. As uranium levels declined, increasing Desulfovibrio and Geo-
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bacter-like sequences were detected from the clonal libraries; moreover, Desulfovibrio-like sequences
predominated over time (Hwang et al., 2006b). Previous research specifically points toward SRB

as environmentally relevant experimental systems for the study of heavy metal and radionuclide
reduction, and our recent data has detected Desulfovibrio sequences at the FRC and Hanford. To
effectively immobilize heavy metals and radionuclides, it is important to understand the cellular
responses to adverse factors observed at contaminated subsurface environments, such as mixed con-
taminants and the changing ratios of electron donors and acceptors. In a recent study, we focused on
stasis-induced genes and gene networks by looking at transition of D. vulgaris from exponential- to
stationary-phase during electron donor depletion. Our results demonstrated that D. vulgaris cells
altered gene expression profiles in response to carbon and energy depletion, and that gene expression
during stationary-phase was not static. In particular, genes related to phage, carbohydrate flux, outer
envelop, and iron homeostasis played a major role in the cellular response to nutrient deprivation
under the tested growth conditions.

H(C-labelled lactate was injected in August 2004 at the Hanford 100H site to biostimulate chromium
reduction. After more than 1 year, chromium was still at non-detect in the stimulated wells. 16s
phylochip analyses showed a dramatic increase in diversity at the stimulated wells, including iron
reducers (Geobacter) and sulfate reducers (Desulfovibrio). Sequentially competing terminal electron
acceptors were depleted: oxygen, nitrate, iron(III), and sulfate. Methane however was never detected,
though “C was detected in the dissolved inorganic carbon and in the signature lipids (PLFA) of iron
reducers and sulfate reducers. Sulfate reduction was still active after two years in the deepest parts of
the aquifer, and iron(II) still dominated suggesting an active Cr(IV') reducing environment. Desulfo-
vibrio strains have been isolated and are currently being sequenced. Stress responses in these strains
will be compared to the pipeline studies on DvH already completed.

Biopanning/Clone libraries. This year we did further optimization of the MDA approach to isolate
and amplify DNA form samples with extreme low biomass. We did a workup on the Hanford
samples to construct environmental libraries for sequencing and screening. We also evaluated three
different methods to remove rRNA and tRNA from samples. The first method utilizes biotin-modi-
fied oligos complementary to conserved regions in 16S & 23S rRNA and subtractive hybridization
with streptavidin-coated magnetic beads. The second uses a commercially available exonulclease that
specifically digests rRNAs bearing a 5’monophosphate group. The third method uses two rounds

of reverse transcription, where rRNAs are first reverse transcribed with multiple universal primers
for 16S & 23S RNAs, subsequently the RNA/DNA hybrids and cDNA are removed by sequential
digestion with RNaseH and DNasel, and the enriched mRNAs are then reverse transcribed using
random primers. We evaluated these three methods by comparing disappearance of the 16S and 23S
bands via electrophoresis, and their effect on mRNA quality and quantity by analysis of transcription
levels of control (total RNA) vs. enriched mRNA as measured whole genome microarray. Enriched
mRNAs from the first two methods generated more genes with altered transcript levels compared to
untreated total RNA, with 19 genes (0.5%) for the exonuclease method & 74 genes (2%) for subtrac-
tive hybridization exhibiting significant differences (P < 0.05).

Genome Sequence. The genome sequence for Desulfovibrio vulgaris DePue strain DP4 has been closed
and is now being annotated in collaboration with other ESPP investigators (see other abstract).

Dual culture systems. We achieved steady state growth of a syntrophic association between Desu/-
Jfovibrio vulgaris and Methanococcus maripaludis in chemostats equipped with on-line monitoring

of volatile metabolites (hydrogen, methane, CO,). In association with other ESPP investigators,
transcriptional analyses of replicated chemostat-grown cocultures and monocultures were completed
(see other abstracts). Characterization of the corresponding proteomes is now in progress. In collabo-
ration with the Wall laboratory, mutants in genes implicated in syntrophic growth were examined
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for growth in monoculture and in coculture (see other abstracts). These experiments strongly suggest
that the Coo Hydrogenase plays a central role in energy conservation during syntrophic growth,
possibly functioning as a proton translocating hydrogenase. A second candidate energy converting
hydrogenase, Ech, was demonstrated to play a minor role in syntrophic growth, but has been impli-
cated in the production of reduced ferredoxin required for synthesis of pyruvate when growing on
hydrogen and acetate.

Stress Experiments

High Throughput Biomass Production. Producing large quantities of high quality and defensibly repro-
ducible cells that have been exposed to specific environmental stressors is critical to high throughput
and concomitant analyses using transcriptomics, proteomics, metabolomics, and lipidomics. Culture
of D. vulgaris is made even more difficult because it is an obligate anaerobe and sulfate reducer. For
the past four years, our Genomics:GTL VIMSS project has developed defined media, stock culture
handling, scale-up protocols, bioreactors, and cell harvesting protocols to maximize throughput for
simultaneous sampling for lipidomics, transcriptomics, proteomics, and metabolomics. All cells for
every experiment, for every analysis are within two subcultures of the original ATCC culture of D.
vulgaris. In the past four years we have produced biomass for 120 (40 in the last year) integrated
experiments (oxygen, NaCl, NO,, NO,, heat shock, cold shock, pH, Cr, and mutants Fur, Zur, Per,
and MP(-)) each with as much as 200 liters of mid-log phase cells (3 x 10 cells/ml). This year new
continuous culture extremophile bioreactors were brought online so that six reactors (1-3L) can be
operated continuously. This enables U.S. to produce as much as 300L of mid-log phase anaerobe
cells in 5 days. In addition, more than 80 adhoc experiments for supportive studies have been done
each with 1-6 liters of culture. All cultures, all media components, all protocols, all analyses, all
instruments, and all shipping records are completely documented using QA/QC level 1 for every
experiment and made available to all investigators on the VIMSS Biofiles database (http://vimss.Ibl.
gov/perl/biofiles). To determine the optimal growth conditions and determine the minimum inhibi-
tory concentration (MIC) of different stressors we adapted plate reader technology using Biolog
and Omnilog readers using anaerobic bags and sealed plates. Since each well of the 96-well plate
produces an automated growth curve, over more than 200 h, this has enabled U.S. to do more than
10,000 growth curves over the last three years. Since the Omnilog can monitor 50 plates at a time,
this allows U.S. to do more than 5,000 growth curves in a year.

Phenotypic Responses. We have generated a large set of phenotypic data that suggest analysis of the
strain DePue genome sequence will provide important insights into the acquisition of metal-resis-
tance absent in the closely related strain, D. vuigaris Hildenborough. An initial phenotypic charac-
terization of a novel Desulfovibrio species isolated from the Hanford demonstration site has been
completed and DNA is now being prepared for genome sequencing. We have completed extensive
phenotypic comparisons of a large study set of Desulfovibrio species (14 different strains), as a prelude
to continued comparative studies of fitness and evolution (see other abstract).

Synchrotron FTIR Spectromicroscopy for Real-Time Stress Analysis. This year we further the synchro-
tron FTIR Spectromicroscopy approach for studying roles of cellular compositions and physiological
states during stress and adaptive responses in individual D. vulgaris triggered by air-level oxygen.
Previously, the FTIR spectroscopy approach has allowed U.S. to detect iz sizu changes in intracel-
lular molecules or molecular structures, and to nondestructively monitor and quantify metabolites
produced in response to different stresses. This is because the chemical and structural information

of molecules associated with cellular processes inside D. wulgaris are contained in each infrared
spectrum; thus, one can extract chemical and structural information from each spectrum regarding
the physiological conditions of a cell or a group of cells. The improved FTIR spectroscopy approach

includes an additional molecular screening procedure, which allows U.S. to rapidly identify individual
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D. vulgaris cells that satisfy a targeted chemical composition and physiological state. Such rigidly
controlled experimental conditions at chemical and biological levels would improve the reproduc-
ibility of experimental results. To date, we have evaluated the new FTIR approach in four different
experimental systems using monolayers of wild-type D. vulgaris at the early stationary phase. For the
first two systems, individual D. vulgaris cells of different compositions were maintained anaerobically,
which have allowed U.S. to establish baselines for the molecular changes and the timescales associ-
ated with cellular processes during anaerobic metabolism. For the remaining two systems, individual
D. vulgaris cells of different compositions were exposed to air-level oxygen, which have allowed U.S.
to establish baselines for the molecular changes and the timescales associated with cellular processes
during oxidative stress induced adaptive responses. Many of these results have been confirmed by
analysis of microscopy images and biochemical essays. These studies will enable U.S. to do in depth
studies of stress mechanisms with the new created mutants from the Functional Genomics Core of
the project.
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Microarrays + NanoSIMS: Linking Microbial Identity and Function

Jennifer Pett-Ridge'* (pettridge2@linl.gov), Peter K. Weber,! Paul Hoeprich,' Philip Banda,' lan
Hutcheon,' Eoin Brodie,? and Gary Andersen?

'Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California and 2Lawrence Berkeley National

Laboratory, Berkeley, California

Project Goals: We are using a high resolution ion microprobe (Nano Secondary Ion Mass
Spectrometer NanoSIMS) to link microbial metabolism to molecular structures and produce a
detailed view of how isotopically marked species propagate throughout individual cells. We ex-
pose microbes to stable isotope tracers and then map the tracer distribution with the NanoSIMS.
Images of cells and microarrays reveal locations of active growth, nutrient fluxes between cells,
and functional roles of community members.

In order to predict how microbes may react under given environmental conditions, or be engineered
to perform useful functions, it is essential to understand the relationships between their molecular
and metabolic profiles. Indeed, our need to understand both the identity and functional capacity of
microorganisms is increasing as researchers seek to: a) understand spatial and metabolic relationships
within complex microbial communities, b) exploit microbial traits for bioengineered fuel cells and
cellulose conversion to biofuels, and c) utilize microbes to remediate contaminated sites.

We are addressing these goals by developing a new methodology, “NanoSIP”, combining the power
of re-designed oligonucleotide microarrays with nano-scale secondary ion mass spectrometry
(NanoSIMS) analyses in order to link the identity of microbes to their functional roles. Building
upon the concept of stable isotope probing (SIP) (Radajewski ez a/. 2000), we are isotopically labeling
microbial nucleic acids by growing organisms on C enriched substrates. When hybridized to a high
density oligonucleotide microarray we can use the high spatial resolution and high sensitivity of the
NanoSIMS to detect isotopic enrichment in ribosomal RNA fragments identified through fluores-
cent hybridization to a newly engineered oligonucleotide microarray. This approach will allow U.S. to
directly link microbial identity and function.
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The NanoSIMS is an imaging secondary ion mass spectrometer with the unprecedented com-
bination of high spatial resolution, high sensitivity and high mass specificity. It has 50 nm lateral
resolution and is capable of detecting 1 of every 200 carbon atoms in a sample while excluding
isobaric interferences. We have previously used the NanoSIMS to document isotopic and elemental
variations in tiny bioparticles such as Bacilllus spores, bacterial cells and lipid bilayers. Since the spot
or feature size on a microarray is typically microns in diameter, and can contain millions of copies of
an oligonucleotide probe, t the NanoSIMS has the detection capability to resolve array spots labeled
with C rRNA from those labeled with *C rRNA.

We are currently in the ‘proof-of-concept’ phase of method development and are testing the tech-
nique using pure cultures of *C-labelled microbes. Using environmental isolates from a tropical soil,
we cultured 2 strains each of fungi, gm (+) bacteria, gm (-) bacteria and actinomycetes with *C-
glucose. Cultures were repeatedly subsampled during exponential phase growth in order to generate
a set of samples with a range of isotopic enrichments. We have extracted DNA from these isolates,
sequenced the 16S/ITS region and generated 25-mer oligonucleotide probes for each organism.
This probe set can be printed onto high density oligonucleotide microarrays using the NimbelGen
synthesizer in the LLNL-Livermore Microarray Center (LMAC). The arrays we are using are
newly engineered to have a more conductive surface and higher reproducibility relative to traditional
glass/silane microarrays. These advances allow U.S. to successfully analyze microarray slides with a
nano-secondary ion mass spectrometer (NanoSIMS), generating isotopic and elemental abundance
images of the array surface, and indicating which organisms utilized the isotopically labeled substrate.
We intend to apply the method to complex microbial communities found in biofilms and soils in the
near future.

Reference

1. Radajewski S, Ineson P, Parekh NR & Murrell JC 2000. Stable-isotope probing as a tool in microbial
ecology. Nature 403: 646-649
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NanoSIMS Analyses of Molybdenum Indicate Nitrogenase and N-

Fixation Activity in Diazotrophic Cyanobacteria

Jennifer Pett-Ridge,' Juliette Finzi,? lan D. Hutcheon' (hutcheonl@llnl.gov), Doug Capone,? and
Peter K. Weber'*

!Chemistry, Materials, and Life Sciences Directorate, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory,
Livermore, California and *Department of Marine Biology, University of Southern California, Los
Angeles, California

Project Goals: We are using a high resolution ion microprobe (Nano Secondary Ion Mass
Spectrometer NanoSIMS) to link microbial metabolism to molecular structures and produce a
detailed view of how isotopically marked species propagate throughout individual cells. We ex-
pose microbes to stable isotope tracers and then map the tracer distribution with the NanoSIMS.
Images of cells and microarrays reveal locations of active growth, nutrient fluxes between cells,
and functional roles of community members.

Diazotrophic cyanobacteria are capable of both CO, and N, fixation, yet must separate these two
functions because the nitrogenase enzyme critical to N, fixation is inhibited by O, produced during
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photosynthesis. Some lineages, such as Anabaena oscillarioides, use specialized cells (heterocysts) to
maintain functionwal segregation. However the mechanism of this segregation is poorly understood
in the undifferentiated filamentous Trichodesmium spp., an important component of marine primary
production in the tropical and subtropical North Atlantic. While some research on Trichodesmium
IMS101 suggest a temporal segregation of the nitrogen and carbon fixing processes, others indicate
nitrogen fixation is spatially isolated in differentiated cells called diazocytes (Fredriksson and Berg-
man 1997).

In order to isolate the intracellular location of N fixation in both species, we used a combination of
TEM, SEM and NanoSIMS analysis to map the distribution of C, N and Mo (a critical nitrogenase
co-factor) isotopes in intact cells. NanoSIMS is a powerful iz sizu analysis tool which combines
nanometer-scale imaging resolution with the high sensitivity of mass spectrometry. Using cells grown
in a ®CO, and ¥N, enriched atmosphere, our analyses show that heterocysts in 4nabaena have Mo
concentrations four times higher than those of non-N-fixing vegetative cells. Recently fixed N does
not accumulate at the site of fixation, but instead is quickly translocated to vegetative cells, presum-
ably to fuel the demands of photosynthesis, storage and cell division.
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Figure. NanoSIMS image and dataplot of Mo concentrations in a strand of Anabaena oscillarioides
heterocyst and vegetative cells grown under N-fixation conditions. Brighter colors indicate higher
concentrations.

In the non-heterocystous Trichodesmium IMS101, Mo is concentrated in sub-regions of individual
cells, and is not associated with regions of N storage (cyanophycin granules) which are clearly evident
in lateral section TEM images. Average cellular concentrations of Mo increased from 1 (+ 0.2) ppm
to 86 (£ 20) ppm during the same early afternoon period when a jump in ®N (and thus N-fixation)
was observed. Rare and randomly located cells contained extremely high concentrations of Mo
(>2000 ppm).

We suggest that NanoSIMS mapping of metal enzyme co-factors is a powerful method of identify-
ing physiological and morphological characteristics within individual bacterial cells, and could be
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used to complement more traditional analyses such as immunogold labeling. Such combinations of
NanoSIMS analysis and high resolution microscopy allow isotopic analysis to be linked to morpho-
logical features and hold great promise for fine-scale studies of bacteria metabolism.

Reference
1. Fredriksson, C. & Bergman, B. (1997). Ultrastructural characterization of cells specialized for
nitrogen fixation in a non-heterocystous cyanobacterium, 77ichodesmium. Protoplasma 197, 76—85
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Application of a Novel Genomics Technology Platform

Mircea Podar,' Carl Abulencia,? Don Hutchinson,? Joseph Garcia,? Lauren Hauser,' Cheryl Kuske,?
and Martin Keller'* (kellerm@ornl.gov)

'Bioscience Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tennessee; “Diversa Corporation,
San Diego, California; and *Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Project Goals: The Application of a Novel Genomics Technology Platform combines an isola-
tion method based on fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) and cell sorting by flow cytome-
try, with whole genome amplification (MDA) to obtain a sufficient amount of DNA for sequenc-
ing whole genomes of uncultured microorganisms. Soil bacterial representatives of candidate
division TM7 were specifically FISH-stained, in suspension, and isolated by flow cytometry. The
genomic DNA was subsequently amplified by MDA for the construction of libraries for shotgun

sequencing.

Application of cultivation-independent molecular phylogenetic approaches to study microbial com-
munities in the environment led to the discovery of an unexpected genetic diversity and has been
followed by an increasing repertoire of environmental genomic tools (expression microarrays, pro-
teomics, and metabolomics). However, the cost and time effort for genomic characterization of most
microbial communities through shotgun sequencing is prohibitive due to high microbial diversity
and complex distributions of abundance and genome size for the constituent species. To overcome
some of these hurdles, we propose a targeted genomic approach. This process combines an isolation
method based on fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) and cell sorting by flow cytometry, with
whole genome amplification (MDA) to obtain a sufficient amount of DNA for sequencing whole
genomes of uncultured microorganisms. Soil bacterial representatives of candidate division TM7
were specifically FISH-stained, in suspension, and isolated by flow cytometry (manuscript in prepa-
ration). The genomic DNA was subsequently amplified by MDA for the construction of libraries
for shotgun sequencing. Based on SSU rRNA sequences, the soil sample studied contained mostly
members of the Proteobacteria (35%), Acidobacteria (38%), Gemmatimonadetes (16%) and, at much
lower abundance levels (2% or less), representatives of several other phyla. Candidate division TM7
bacteria were among those low-abundance groups, which was appropriate for our goal of targeting a
minor constituent of the community for genomic characterization.

We have targeted this approach to the TM7 using specific FISH-staining, in suspension, and isola-
tion of stained bacteria by flow cytometry. A cellular fraction prepared from the soil sample was
used for hybridization with a fluorescently labeled oligonucleotide specific for the TM7 phylum
(TM?7905). Using flow cytometry we detected a small fraction of cells (0.02%) which had a fluores-

cence level approximately 10 times higher than background based on the unstained control popula-
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tion. Fluorescence cells were sorted in pools of various sizes and used for chromosomal amplification.
The selected genomic DNA was subsequently amplified by MDA for the creation of libraries for
shotgun sequencing of whole genomes. Based on test experiments we determined that five was the
tewest number of cells that balanced efficient genomic amplification with low levels of amplification
artifacts and chimeric clones.

The MDA-amplified genomic DNA from five sorted cells was used as template for SSU rRNA
gene amplification. Among the 69 sequences, 61 (89%) represented a TM7 bacterium. The remain-
ing eight sequences were found to be nearly identical (>99.5%) to SSU ribosomal genes from several
environmental Pseudomonas isolates including P, rhodesiae, an organism isolated from natural mineral
waters. These clones may therefore represent an actual Pseudomonas cell that was sorted by flow cy-
tometry from the soil sample rather than from contamination of the reagents or instruments.

Sequencing of the amplified DNA has resulted in identification of genes that are from the TM7 ge-
nome and will give insights to the functioning of this group. End sequences from12,000 clones were
generated using Sanger-sequencing. After filtering out the low quality and obvious chimeric reads
based on Phred/Phrap, approximately 20,000 reads were assembled into contigs using Phrap. Con-
tigs that contained genes with high similarity values to known Pseudomonas genes had also elevated
GC content (>54%) relative to the bulk of the sequences (<50%) and were filtered out as representing
the contaminant. The remaining sequence data, representing ~600kb of, constitutes approximately
15-20% of the TM7 genome, based on statistical distribution of universally present bacterial genes.
This genomic data allows for the first time detailed evolutionary analyses of the TM7 phylum as well
as insight into the soil TM7 bacterial ecology and metabolism.

Research sponsored by the Genomics:GTL program, Office of Biological and Environmental Research, U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy Grant No. DE-FG02-04ER63771
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Genome-Scale Analysis of the Physiological State of Geobacter Species
During In Situ Uranium Bioremediation

Dawn E. Holmes* (dholmes@microbio.umass.edu), Regina A. O’Neil, Milind A. Chavan, Muktak
Aklujkar, and Derek R. Lovley

Department of Microbiology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts

Project Goals: The overall goal of the Genomics:GTL Geobacter Project is to develop genome-
based in silico models that can predict the growth and metabolism of Geobacteraceae under a vari-
ety of environmental conditions. These models are required in order to optimize practical appli-
cations of Geobacteraceae that are relevant to DOE interests. The goals of Subproject I and II are
to determine the genetic potential of the Geobacteraceae present in subsurface environments, and
to describe genome-wide patterns of gene expression in Geobacteraceae species in subsurface envi-
ronments. This not only provides information on what metabolic modules need to be included in
the in silico models but makes it possible to monitor the metabolic state and rates of metabolism
in diverse environments by measuring transcript levels of key diagnostic genes.

The design of optimal bioremediation strategies for contaminated Department of Energy subsurface
sites has been hindered by a lack of information on the iz sizu physiological state of the microorgan-
isms involved in important bioremediation processes and the inability to predict how the microbial
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community will respond to different amendments that might be made to promote bioremediation. It
is now clear from numerous studies in multiple laboratories at a diversity of sites that stimulation of
dissimilatory metal reduction to promote iz situ bioremediation of uranium and other contaminant
metals frequently results in the emergence of Geobacter species as the dominant metal-reducing mi-
croorganisms. Geobacter species are also the predominant organisms involved in the oxidation of vari-
ous organic contaminants coupled to the reduction of the Fe(III) oxides that are naturally abundant
in most subsurface environments.

Further analysis of the Geobacter species that predominate in a diversity of subsurface environments
revealed a ‘subsurface clade’ of Geobacter species that are consistently the dominant Geobacter in a
geographic and geochemical diversity of subsurface environments regardless of whether metal or
organic contaminants are undergoing bioremediation. This finding greatly simplifies both the iden-
tification of gene target sequences for evaluation of the iz situ metabolic state of Geobacter species
during groundwater bioremediation and the development of genome-based iz si/ico models to predict
the metabolic and growth responses of Geobacter species under different potential bioremediation
strategies.

Three independent and complementary approaches were taken in order to learn more about the ge-
netic potential of the ‘subsurface clade’ of Geobacter species: 1) small insert libraries of genomic DNA
extracted directly from the environment were sequenced; 2) genomic DNA was amplified from
single cells recovered from the subsurface and sequenced; and 3) strains of Geobdacter with 16S rRNA
gene sequences identical or highly similar to the sequences that predominate during bioremediation
were recovered in pure culture, and their genomes were sequenced. Approaches 1 and 2 provide
information on the genotypic potential of the Geobacter species that predominate during subsurface
bioremediation, but are limited in value because: 1) many of the genes identified are of unknown
function or if they have an annotated function, their physiological role in Geobacter is unclear; 2) it

is not possible to predict patterns of gene expression from sequence data alone; and 3) many of the
most basic and important phenotypic characteristics, such as optimal conditions for growth, growth
yields, etc. cannot yet be predicted from genome sequences alone. Thus, the ability to conduct ge-
nome scale analysis of the physiology of environmentally relevant isolates is key to understanding in
situ physiology and the development of predictive iz silico models.

Genomes of multiple subsurface Geobacter isolates have been sequenced or will be completed shortly.
These include: G. uraniumreducens, Geobacter species M21, and Geobacter species M18 recovered from
in situ uranium bioremediation experiments at the DOE-ERSP field study site in Rifle, CO; strain
FRC-32, a Geobacter species recovered from an iz situ uranium bioremediation experiment at the
DOE-ERSP Field Research Center at Oak Ridge National Laboratories; Geobacter strains Plyl and
Ply4 which were recovered from an acetate-impacted aquifer that serves as an analog for long-term
in situ uranium bioremediation; and G. bemidjiensis, recovered from the Fe(III)-reducing zone of

a petroleum-contaminated aquifer. Preliminary results show substantial similarities in the genome
sequences of these isolates and the genome sequences obtained from sequencing genomic DNA
extracted from the subsurface.

In order to learn more about the physiology of Geobacter species growing in subsurface sediments
pure cultures of Geobacter species were inoculated into sterilized, uranium-contaminated sediments
from the ERSP study site in Rifle, CO and the sediments were amended with acetate to simulate
conditions during 77 sifu uranium bioremediation. Compared to growth on soluble electron accep-
tors, all three of the species examined, G. uraniumreducens, G. sulfurreducens, and G. metallireducens,
had significant increases in transcripts for multiple genes for ¢-type cytochromes, not only during
growth in sediment but also in culture medium when Fe(III) or Mn(IV') oxides served as the
electron acceptor. There was also increased expression of genes for multicopper oxidase proteins.
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The within-strain similarity in gene expression with all three electron acceptors suggests that the
mechanisms for electron transfer to subsurface sediment oxides and oxides prepared in the laboratory
to simulate sediment oxides are similar. However, between species there were substantial differences
in which cytochrome genes were most highly expressed, reflecting the lack of cytochrome gene con-
servation in Geobacter species.

In contrast to the lack of conservation of cytochrome genes, there is high conservation of many other
genes across Geobacter species and for these genes there were highly similar expression patterns. For
example, a number of genes that encode proteins involved in chemotaxis and motility and phospho-
rus limitation were significantly up-regulated in all of the organisms during growth in sediments or
on Fe(IIT) or Mn(IV) oxides. Furthermore, genes encoding proteins involved in nitrogen fixation,
heavy metal stress, and oxidative stress were up-regulated in all three species during growth in sedi-
ments, but not when Fe(III) oxide or Mn(IV) oxide were provided as the electron acceptor.

Remarkably, gene expression patterns of pure cultures grown in sediments were highly similar to the in
situ gene expression of the Geobacter species that predominated during iz sifu uranium bioremediation
at the Rifle study site. The Geodacter species in the groundwater had high transcript levels for genes in-
volved not only in electron transfer to Fe(II) oxides, but also chemotaxis, motility, phosphorus uptake,
nitrogen fixation, heavy metal stress, and oxidative stress. These results demonstrate that it is possible
to reliably monitor the metabolic state of Geobacter species involved in iz sifu uranium bioremediation
and suggest that detailed, genome-based physiological studies with pure cultures of environmentally
relevant Geobacterspecies can provide insight into the physiology of Geobacter species living in subsur-
face environments. This has important implications for the ability of i si/ico models developed from
pure cultures to predict growth and metabolism under different conditions in the subsurface.

Section 3
Protein Production and Characterization
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High Throughput Selection of Affinity Reagents

Peter Pavlik, Nileena Velappan, Hugh Fisher, Csaba Kiss, Minghua Dai, Emanuele Pesavento, Leslie
Chasteen, and Andrew Bradbury* (amb@lanl.gov)

Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Project Goals: The goals of this GTL funded project are to implement a high throughput selec-
tion and screening system for affinity reagents, with the ability to select against proteins and
post-translational modifications. This has required re-engineering of the whole selection and
screening process, described in the displayed posters.

Antibodies are the most widely used binding ligands in research. However, they suffer from a num-
ber of problems, especially when used in molecular diversity techniques. These include low expres-
sion levels, instability and poor cytoplasmic expression, as well the inability to detect binding without
the use of secondary reagents. In this project we are creating an integrated in vitro system which will
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allow U.S. to select affinity reagents against proteins of interest on a genomic scale. This has involved
re-engineering of the whole selection and screening process. Within this context we have developed
1) novel affinity reagents based on fluorescent proteins which resolve many of the problems associ-
ated with antibodies (1, 2); 2) new selection methods for such fluorescent affinity reagents (3, 4); 3)
high throughput screening systems using flow cytometry (5); 4) eliminated the need for helper phage
in phage display selections (6), and 5) shown the application of some of these methods to the selec-
tion of antibodies recognizing post-translation modifications independently of sequence context (7)

References
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Design Selection In press
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Progress on Fluorobodies

Nileena Velappan, Hugh Fisher, Csaba Kiss, Minghua Dai, Emanuele Pesavento, Leslie Chasteen,
Peter Pavlik, and Andrew Bradbury* (amb@lanl.gov)

Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Project Goals: The goals of this GTL funded project are to implement a high throughput selec-
tion and screening system for affinity reagents, with the ability to select against proteins and
post-translational modifications. This has required re-engineering of the whole selection and
screening process, described in the displayed posters.

Antibodies are the most widely used binding ligands in research. However, they suffer from a num-
ber of problems, especially when used in molecular diversity techniques. These include low expression
levels, instability and poor cytoplasmic expression, as well the inability to detect binding without the
use of secondary reagents. We have developed novel affinity reagents based on fluorescent proteins
which resolve many of these problems. However, selection of such affinity reagents remains problem-
atic, because they do not appear to be very well displayed on phage. In addition to using a cytoplas-
mic phage, T7 (1), we have undertaken an examination of the ability of three different translocation
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pathways (Sec, SRP, TAT) used by E. co/i to transfer proteins into the periplasm, to incorporate GFP
and modified GFP into phage particles, by placing different leaders upstream of GFP (2). We find
that while superfolder GFP is efficiently translocated and incorporated into phage in a functional
manner with all three leaders, GFP which has been modified, by the insertion of a binding loop, for
example, can only be effectively incorporated into phage using TAT based leaders. This provides an
effective phage display platform with which to select fluorescent protein based affinity reagents.

Additional data on the success in selecting affinity reagents with intrinsic fluorescence will be pre-
sented.

References
1. Dai, M., Pavlik, P. and Bradbury, A.R.M. (2007) Using T7 phage display to select GFP based binders,

in preparation
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export signals for the phage display of cytoplasmic proteins, in preparation
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High Throughput Screening of Affinity Reagents: Eliminating Helper
Phage from Phage Display by the Use of Helper Plasmids

Leslie Chasteen, Joanne Ayriss, Nileena Velappan, Peter Pavlik, and Andrew Bradbury* (amb@
lanl.gov)

Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Project Goals: The goal of this GTL funded project is the implementation of a high throughput
affinity reagent selection and screening program against proteins and post-translational modi-
fications. This has required re-engineering many aspects of the selection and screening process
described in the displayed posters.

Phage display is a relatively straightforward technology used to generate binding ligands against a
vast number of different targets, involvings the display of proteins or peptides, as coat protein fu-
sions, on the surface of a phage or phagemid particles. However, the need to use helper phage for

the replication and assembly of phagemid particles, during library production and biopanning, has
prevented full automation of the selection process. Helper phage are added at precise periods of bac-
terial growth, and it is impossible to avoid contamination of the phage output with helper phage. We
have eliminated the need to add helper phage by using “bacterial packaging cell lines” that provide
the same functions. These cell lines contain M13 based helper plasmids that express phage packaging
proteins which assemble phagemid particles as efficiently as helper phage, but without helper phage
contamination; resulting in genetically pure phagemid particle preparations. Furthermore, by using
constructs differing in the form of gene 3 that they contain, we have shown that the display, from a
single library, can be modulated between monovalent (phagemid-like) to multivalent display (phage-
like) without any further engineering. These packaging cells eliminate the use of helper phage from
phagemid based selection protocols; reducing the amount of technical preparation, facilitating auto-
mation, optimizing selections by matching display levels to diversity, and effectively using the pack-
aged phagemid particles as means to transfer genetic information at an efficiency approaching 100%.
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By eliminating the need to add helper phage at precise stages of bacterial growth, and avoiding
contamination of the output phagemid particles with helper phage, the use of these cells rather than
helper phage will considerably facilitate automation of phage display selection.

Reference
1.  Chasteen, L., Ayriss, ]., Pavlik, P. and Bradbury, A.R.M. (2006) Eliminating helper phage from phage
display, Nuc. Acids Res., 34, 145
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Selecting Affinity Reagents which Recognize Specific Post-
Translational Modifications Independently of Sequence Context: The
Sulfotyrosine Example

John Kehoe,? Jytte Rasmussen,? Monica Walbolt,? Jianlong Lou,* James D. Marks,* Peter Pavlik,’
Carolyn Bertozzi,? and Andrew Bradbury'* (amb@lanl.gov)

'Los Alamos National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico; *University of California, Berkeley,
California; *Centocor, Horsham, Pennsylvania; and *University of California, San Francisco,
California

Project Goals: The goal of this GTL funded project is the implementation of a high

throughput affinity reagent selection and screening program against proteins and post-transla-
tional modifications. This has required re-engineering many aspects of the selection and screen-
ing process described in the displayed posters.

Many cellular activities are controlled by post-translational modifications (PTMs), the study of
which is hampered by the lack of specific reagents. The small size and ubiquity of such modifications
makes the use of immunization to derive global antibodies able to recognize them independently of
context extremely difficult. Here we demonstrate how phage display can be used to generate such
specific reagents, using sulfotyrosine as an example. This modification is important in many extracel-
lular protein-protein interaction, including the interaction of some chemokines with their receptors,

and HIV infection.

We designed a number of different selection strategies, using peptides containing the sulfotyrosine
modification as positive selectors in the presence of an excess of the non-modified peptide as block-
ing agent. We screened almost eight thousand clones after two or three rounds of selection and iden-
tified a single scFv able to recognize tyrosine sulfate in multiple sequence contexts. Further analysis
shows that this scFv is also able to recognize naturally sulfated proteins in a sulfation dependent
fashion, and its binding could be inhibited by soluble tyrosine sulfate, but not tyrosine or tyrosine
phosphate, providing an excellent way to control for the specificity of binding. This scFv was con-
verted into a full length IgG and into an scFv-AP fusion, both of which increased the stability. This
antibody has been distributed to a number of different groups which have used it successtully, some
results of which will be presented.

It has proved to be extremely difficult to generate antibodies able to recognize post-translational
modifications independently of sequence context by immunization, with antibodies against phos-
photyrosine being the only well documented example. The use of phage display, as described here,
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provides proof of principle for the use of this technology to develop similar reagents against other
post-translational modifications.

Reference

1. Kehoe, JJW.,, Velappan, N., Walbolt, M., Rasmussen, J., King, D., Lou, J., Knopp, K., Pavlik, P., Marks,
J.D., Bertozzi, C.R., and Bradbury, A.R.M. (2006) Using phage display to select antibodies recogniz-
ing post-translational modifications independently of sequence context. Molecular Cellular Proteomics,

in press.
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A Total Chemical Synthesis Approach to Protein Structure and
Function

Stephen Kent* (skent@uchicago.edu), Duhee Bang, Thomas Durek, Zachary Gates, Erik Johnson,
Brad Pentelute, and Vladimir Torbeev

Institute for Biophysical Dynamics, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois

Project Goals: Our goal is to address the known limitations of chemical protein synthesis, based
on our intimate understanding of the current state of the art. Emphasis will be on the develop-
ment of simple methods using low cost hardware wherever possible. In this way, we will develop a
practical chemical protein synthesis technology applicable to the rapid preparation of milligram
amounts of small and integral membrane protein targets based on predicted gene sequence data.
We will prototype the application of these methods to selected proteins of the model organism
Shewanella oneidensis and proteins from a range of other sources, to illustrate potential ap-
plication of chemical protein synthesis to validating the annotation of microbial genomes. The
resulting knowledge will form the basis for future high throughput, parallel chemical synthesis of
protein molecules that are difficult to prepare by recombinant DNA expression methods.

Microbial ‘proteins’ are being discovered at an accelerating pace, thanks to the successes of genome
sequencing. Using advanced bioinformatics, in the past ten years many tens-of-thousands of pre-
dicted proteins have been added to the databases. Our next challenge is to validate the annotation of
microbial genomes in terms of the mature protein translation products and their putative functions.
One powerful, if underappreciated, way of doing this is zotal chemical protein synthesis - the use of
organic chemistry to construct the predicted polypeptide chain, followed by folding of the synthetic
polypeptide to give the unique, defined tertiary structure of the protein molecule. The synthetic
product is then used to confirm the predicted biochemical function. Proteins prepared by total
chemical synthesis have proved to be especially useful for determining the three-dimensional struc-
ture of the protein molecule by high resolution X-ray crystallography. Subsequent to these baseline
observations, total chemical synthesis provides an efficient and versatile tool for elucidating in unique
ways the molecular basis of protein function. For example, variant synthetic proteins correspond-

ing to predicted post-translational modifications (e.g. phosphorylation; lipidation) can be readily
prepared in defined, metabolically stable forms and then used to explore the effects on biochemical
function (Ref SEP). Chemical protein synthesis is uniquely enabling for the application to proteins
of advanced biophysical methods: e.g. selective labeling with nmr probe nuclei; single molecule fluo-
rescence studies.

* Presenting author 41



Milestone 1

42

Over the past ten years, many hundreds of protein molecules have been successfully prepared by

total chemical synthesis, typically in multiple tens-of-milligram amounts of high purity, correctly
folded product. Total synthesis is particularly suited to the efficient preparation of small proteins (less
than ~100 residues), Cys-rich proteins, and integral membrane (IM) proteins. Modern total protein
synthesis has evolved from the ‘chemical ligation’ methods introduced in the mid-1990s (Refs. ).
Unprotected synthetic peptide segments, spanning the amino acid sequence of the target polypeptide
chain, are covalently joined to one another in quantitative yield, without enzymes, by chemoselective
reaction of unique, mutually reactive functional groups on each segment. Native chemical ligation
(‘NCL), thioester-mediated chemoselective reaction at Cys residues, is the most robust and useful of
ligation chemistry developed to date. Chemical protein synthesis is straightforward and the outcome
quite predictable; the challenge for most laboratories is making the peptide-thioester building blocks.

We will present a series of case studies from our ongoing work, to illustrate the current capabilities of
chemical protein synthesis and some of its applications. These case studies include:

Figure 2. Convergent synthesis and Xray Figure 3. Convergent synthesis and 1.04A Xray
structure of a 203 amino acid residue ‘cova- structure (above) of human lysozyme.
lent dimer’ form of the HIV-1 protease

Other topics that will be discussed include: high efficiency synthesis of a series of transmembrane
peptide-thioesters spanning the sequence of the protein diacylglycerol kinase, an integral membrane
enzyme; ‘kinetically controlled ligation’ for the fully convergent synthesis of protein molecules; and,
convergent synthesis of the plant protein crambin.
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We will describe recent innovations that extend the range of targets to which chemical protein
synthesis can be applied. Future developments will include the high volume production of peptide-
thioesters (modified chemistry, automated/parallel synthesis & purification), and high throughput
micro-scale chemical protein synthesis using laboratory automation and microfluidics. Such im-
provements will enable the broad application of total chemical protein synthesis to the annotation of
microbial genomes.
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A Combined Informatics and Experimental Strategy for Improving
Protein Expression

Osnat Herzberg, John Moult* (moult@umbi.umd.edu), Fred Schwarz, and Harold Smith

Center for Advanced Research in Biotechnology, Rockville, Maryland

Project Goals: Improved success rates for recombinant protein expression are critical to many
aspects of the Genomics:GTL program. This project is focused on determining which factors
determine whether or not soluble protein is produced in E. coli, and using the results to develop

a set informatics and experimental strategies for improving expression results. A three pronged
strategy is used: experimental determination of the stability and folding properties of insoluble
versus soluble expressers, examination of the cellular response to soluble and insoluble expressers,
and informatics and computer modeling.
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Improved success rates for recombinant protein expression are critical to many aspects of the Ge-
nomics:GTL program. This project is focused on determining which factors determine whether or
not soluble protein is produced in E. co/i, and using the results to develop a set informatics and ex-
perimental strategies for improving expression results. A three pronged strategy is used: experimental
determination of the stability and folding properties of insoluble versus soluble expressers, exami-
nation of the cellular response to soluble and insoluble expressers, and informatics and computer
modeling.

Informatics methods have been used to examine a wide range of factors potentially affecting soluble
expression, including protein family size, native expression level, low complexity sequence, open
reading frame validity, amyloid propensity and inherent disorder. Of these, the most significant ones
affecting expression outcome are native expression level, family size, and inherent disorder. Surpris-
ingly, a relatively high fraction of disorder is also found to be a characteristic of ‘singletons’. We are
currently experimenting with machine learning methods, incorporating all of the above factors, as a
means of predicting soluble expression.

Transcriptional profiling has revealed a reproducible pattern of gene expression in response to the
accumulation of insoluble recombinant protein. The transcriptome partially overlaps those observed
during heat shock induction or culture saturation, indicative of regulation, in part, by sigma fac-

tors 32 and 38 (encoded by rpoH and rpoS, respectively). We have used this information to develop
a GFP reporter plasmid for insoluble protein accumulation, and identified sigma38 as a key regulator
of its expression. Currently, efforts are underway to engineer the promoter of the reporter plasmid to
decrease background GFP expression while retaining the ability to discriminate between soluble vs.
insoluble protein accumulation.

Protein stability measurements on a set of 12 bacterial proteins have been performed using differen-
tial scanning calorimetry and chemical denaturation with guanidine hydrochloride. The data from
the two methods are in good agreement, and confirm the earlier finding of that stability is not major
factor in determining soluble expression. Work is now underway to investigate the folding properties
of these proteins.

This project is supported by Genomics:GTL award DE-FG02-04ER63787.
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Structural and Functional Characterization of a Periplasmic Sensor
Domain from Geobacter sulfurreducens Chemotaxis Protein: A Novel
Structure from a Family of Sensors in Geobacteraceae

P. Raj Pokkuluri,' Yuri Y. Londer,' Norma Duke,' Stephan Wood,' Miguel Pessanha,? Teresa Catarino,?
Carlos A. Salgueiro,? and Marianne Schiffer'* (mschiffer@anl.gov)

'Biosciences Division, Argonne National Laboratory, Argonne, Illinois; Requimte, CQFB, Dep.
Quimica, FCT-UNL, Caparica, Portugal; and *Instituto de Tecnologia Quimica e Biologica, UNL,
Oeciras, Portugal.

Project Goals: As sub-project of GTL grant “Genome-based models to optimize in situ biore-
mediation of uranium and harvesting electrical energy from waste organic matter, Derek Lovley
(PI)” our goals are to analyze selected proteins to understand their function in the cell. This
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includes modeling of structures based on their amino acid sequences, determination of their
structures, and the functional interpretation of the structures, such as active sites and surface
properties.

Geobacter sulfurreducens encodes over 100 cytochromes containing c-type hemes. G. sulfurreducens
also has one of the largest numbers of proteins annotated as parts of the two-component signal
transduction and/or chemotaxis pathways. Ten of the signal transducers have a periplasmic sensor
domain which are homologous to each other, and contain sequence signature for c-type hemes (1).
Two of these domains from methyl-accepting chemotaxis proteins encoded by genes GSU0582 and
GSU0935, were expressed in E. coli co-transformed with the plasmid bearing cytochrome ¢ matura-
tion genes. The domains have about 135 residues, 40% of which are identical.

The heme groups in both proteins are five coordinated in their oxidized state and six-coordinated in
their reduced state. The binding patterns for NO, and CO were determined by UV-Vis and NMR
spectroscopies. Both proteins bind NO in their oxidized and reduced forms. CO only binds in the
reduced state, replacing the endogenous sixth axial ligand of the heme. UV-Vis spectroscopy showed
that imidazole is bound only in the oxidized state and it forms the sixth ligand to the heme. The
ligand switch upon binding CO suggests a conformational change in the protein which could be

a mechanism for signal transduction by these molecules. Both domains have a negative reduction
potential: -169mV and -264mV for GSU0582 and GSU0935, respectively. The 95mV difference

between their redox potentials suggests different biological functions for these domains.

Remarkably, although the UV-Vis spectra indicate that the heme of these domains is similar to that
of cytochrome ¢, their structure is predicted by the program 3D-PSSM (2) to be homologous to
CitAP, the periplasmic citrate-binding PAS domain of sensor kinase that does not contain heme (3).
We now crystallized the sensor domain from of GSU0935 and determined its structure de novo using
the anomalous dispersion of the iron atom of the heme at the Structural Biology Center beam line of
the APS. As predicted by the program 3D-PSSM, the structure is indeed homologous to CitAP. In-
terestingly, only 13% of the residues is identical between CitAP and sensor domain of GSU(0935; the
heme binding site is found to be located in an inserted segment as predicted (1). The crystallographic
refinement is in progress; details of the structure will be discussed.

The structure of sensor domain of GSU0935 is the first structure of a PAS domain that contains a
covalently bound heme. This sensor domain from chemotaxis protein GSU0935 represents a previ-
ously unreported family of PAS-type periplasmic sensor domains; these domains could be part of an
important mechanism for sensing redox potential or small ligands in the periplasm. Homologs to the
sensor domains we identified in G. sulfurreducens are observed in various bacteria although they occur
in larger numbers in the Geobacteraceae.

References
1. Londer YY, Dementieva IS, D’Ausilio CA, Pokkuluri PR & Schiffer M (2006) Characterization of a

c-type heme containing PAS sensor domain from Geobacter sulfiurreducens representing a novel family of
periplasmic sensors in Geobacteraceae and other bacteria. FEMS Microbiol Lett 258: 173-181.

2. Kelley LA, MacCallum RM & Sternberg MJE (2000) Enhanced genome annotation using structural
profiles in the program 3D-PSSM. J Mo/ Biol 299: 499-520.

3. Reinelt S, Hofmann E, Gerharz T, Bott M & Madden DR (2003) The structure of the periplasmic

ligand-binding domain of the sensor kinase CitA reveals the first extracellular PAS domain. J Bio/ Chem
278: 39189-39196.
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High-Throughput Production and Analyses of Purified Proteins

F. William Studier' (studier@bnl.gov), John C. Sutherland,"? Lisa M. Miller,® Hui Zhong,® and
Lin Yang?

'Biology Department, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, New York; 2East Carolina University,
Greenville, North Carolina; and *National Synchrotron Light Source, Brookhaven National
Laboratory, Upton, New York

Project Goals: The work is aimed at improving the efficiency of high-throughput protein produc-
tion from cloned coding sequences and developing a capacity for high-throughput biophysical
characterization of the proteins obtained.

This work is aimed at improving the efficiency of high-throughput protein production from cloned
coding sequences and developing a capacity for high-throughput biophysical characterization of
the proteins obtained. Proteins are produced in the T7 expression system in Escherichia coli, which is
capable of expressing a wide range of proteins. New vector/host combinations, combined with non-
inducing and auto-inducing growth media, provide stable, reliable and convenient expression, even
for proteins that are highly toxic to the host and cannot be maintained in the usual pET vectors.

Proteins produced from clones are often improperly folded or insoluble. Many such proteins can be
solubilized and properly folded, whereas others appear soluble but remain aggregated or improperly
tolded. As high-throughput production of purified proteins becomes implemented in GTL projects
and facilities, reliable analyses of the state of purified proteins will become increasingly important for
quality assurance and to contribute functional information. Beam lines at the National Synchrotron
Light Source analyze proteins by small-angle X-ray scattering (SAXS) to determine size and shape,
X-ray fluorescence microprobe to identify bound metals, and Fourier transform infrared (F'TIR) and
UV circular dichroism (CD) spectroscopy to assess secondary structure and possible intermolecular
orientation. A liquid-handling robot for automated loading of samples from 96-well plates for
analysis at each of these stations has been built and implemented with purified proteins. These data
are being used as a training set for neural network analysis of new proteins, to determine whether
they are folded properly, obtain information on dynamics and stability, and provide an approximate
structure classification.

This project is supported by the Office of Biological and Environmental Research of the Department of Energy.
Work on auto-induction and vector development also receives support from the Protein Structure Initiative of the
National Institute of General Medical Sciences of NIH, as part of the New York Structural Genomics Research
Consortium.
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Molecular Assemblies, Genes, and Genomics Integrated Efficiently:

MAGGIE

John A. Tainer* (jat@scripps.edu)

Life Science Division, Physical Biosciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory,

Berkeley, California

Project Goals: MAGGIE integrates an interdisciplinary team at Lawrence Berkeley National
Lab with researchers at The Scripps Research Institute, the University of Georgia, the University
of California Berkeley, and the Institute for Systems Biology into a unified Genomics GTL
program. Major overall goals are 1) to facilitate instrument and technology development and
optimizations though cross-disciplinary collaborations, 2) to comprehensively characterize com-
plex molecular machines including protein complexes (PCs) and modified proteins (MPs) and

3) to provide critical enabling technologies and a prototypical map of PCs and MPs for the GTL
Program.

MAGGIE integrates an interdisciplinary team at Lawrence Berkeley National Lab with researchers
at The Scripps Research Institute, the University of Georgia, the University of California Berkeley,
and the Institute for Systems Biology into a unified Genomics GTL program. Major overall goals
are 1) to facilitate instrument and technology development and optimizations though cross-disci-
plinary collaborations, 2) to comprehensively characterize complex molecular machines including
protein complexes (PCs) and modified proteins (IMPs) and 3) to provide critical enabling technolo-
gies and a prototypical map of PCs and MPs for the GTL Program.
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MAGGIE focuses on providing an integrated, multi-disciplinary program and synchrotron facilities
at the Advanced Light Source (ALS) to achieve efficient key technologies and databases for the mo-
lecular-level understanding of the dynamic macromolecular machines that underlie all of microbial
cell biology. Together the six MAGGIE Component Subprojects have complementary and synergis-
tic capabilities that unite and leverage the biophysical strengths at LBNL and the ALS with those
of top university and research institutes. The Program management and data sharing is promoting
synergistic investigator interactions to provide interdisciplinary expertise and scientific critical mass
to meet the emerging experimental challenges. Although a new program, we have already had sub-
stantial progress as shown on our website: http://masspec.scripps.edu/MAGGIE/index.php and in

our publications (see below).

MAGGIE is moving to meet the challenges posed by comprehensive characterizations of molecular
machines by combining the advantages of specific microbial systems with those of advanced tech-
nologies. We highlight 7 initial accomplishments for the overall program: 1) the Pyrococcus system

is providing PCs and MPs from native biomass, 2) the Sulfolobus system is providing genetics for
tagged complexes, 3) the Halobacterium system is providing extensive system biology results and
capabilities, 4) novel developments in high throughput mass spectrometry promise to make large im-
pacts on the research community, 5) the SIBLYS beamline and SAXS facilities are now working as
unique and productive world class facilities to visualize PCs and MPs in solution, 6) graph theory is
providing characterizations of protein module interactions using cliques, and 7) GAGGLE software
is providing a superb technology for communications across multiple databases.

Publications from MAGGIE funding

Facciotti M. T., Pan M., Kaur A. Vuthoori M., Reiss D.]., Bonneau R., Shannon P, Srivastava A., Donahoe S.M.,
Hood L., Baliga N.S. “Structure of a general transcription factor specified global gene regulatory network,” submitted,
2006

Schmid A.K., Reiss D.J., Kaur A., Pan M., King N., Hohmann L., Baliga N.S. “Tracking transcriptome and proteome
dynamics during oxic/anoxic transitions in cellular physiology,” submitted, 2006

Whitehead K., Kish A., Pan M., Kaur A., Reiss D.J., King N., Hohmann L., DiRuggiero J., Baliga N.S. “An inte-
grated systems approach for understanding cellular responses to gamma radiation,” Mo/ Syst Biol, 2: 47,2006.

Schmid A., Baliga N. “Prokaryotic Systems Biology,” In Cell Engineering, E1-Rubeai, M. (ed): Springer, 5, 2006.

Bonneau R., Reiss D.J., Shannon P, Facciotti M., Hood L., Baliga N.S., Thorsson V. “The Inferelator: an algorithm
for learning parsimonious regulatory networks from systems-biology data sets de novo,” Genome Biol, 7: R36, 2006.

Reiss D.J., Baliga N.S., Bonneau R. “Integrated biclustering of heterogeneous genome-wide datasets for the inference
of global regulatory networks,” BMC Bioinformatics, 2006, 7: 280.

Shannon P, Reiss D.]J., Bonneau R., Baliga N.S. “Gaggle: An open-source software system for integrating bioinfor-
matics software and data sources,” BMC Bioinformatics, 7: 176, 2006.

Kaur A., Pan M., Meislin M., Facciotti M. T., EI-Geweley R., Baliga N.S. “A systems view of haloarchaeal strategies
to withstand stress from transition metals,” Genome Res, 16: 841-854, 2006.

Want E J., Nordstrom A., Morita H., Siuzdak G. “From Exogenous to Endogenous: The Inevitable Imprint of Mass
Spectrometry in Metabolomics,” submitted, 2006.

Go E.P, Wikoft W, Shen Z., O’'Maille G., Morita H., Conrads T.P., Nordstrom A., Trauger S.A., Uritboonthai W.,
Lucas D., Chan K.C., Veenstra T.D., Lewicki H., Oldstone M.B., Schneemann A., Siuzdak G. “Mass Spectrometry
Reveals Specific and Global Molecular Transformations during Viral Infection,” Journal of Proteome Research, in press,
2006.

Shen Z., Want E/J., Chen W., Keating W, Nussbaumer W, Moore R, Gentle T.M., Siuzdak G. “Sepsis Plasma Pro-
tein Profiling with Immunodepletion, Three-Dimensional Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry and
Spectrum Counting,” Journal of Proteome Research, in press, 2006.
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Northen T.R., Northen M. T., Nordstrom A., Uritboonthai W., Turner K., Siuzdak G. “A Surface Rearrangement
Mechanism for Desorption/Ionization on Porous Silicon,” submitted, 2006.

OMaille G., Hoang L., Nordstrom A., Go E.P,, Qin C., Siuzdak G. “Enhanced Metabolite Profiling via Chemical
Derivatization and Isotope Labeling,” submitted, 2006.

Nordstrom A., O'Maille G., Qin C., Siuzdak G. “Non-linear Data Alignment for UPLC-MS and HPLC-MS based
Metabolomics: Quantitative Analysis of Endogenous and Exogenous Metabolites in Human Serum,” Analytical
Chemistry, 78, 7289-3295, 2006.

Go E.P, Uritboonthai W., Apon J.A., Trauger S.A., Nordstrom A., O’Maille G., Brittain S., Peters E.C., Siuzdak G.
“Fluorous Affinity Tags for Selective Metabolite and Peptide Capture and Mass Detection,” submitted, 2006.

Want E J., Smith C., Siuzdak G. “Phospholipid Capture Combined with Non-Linear Chromatographic Correction
for Improved Metabolite Profiling,” Metabolomics, in press, 2006.

Fan L., Arvai A.,, Cooper PK., Iwai S., Hanaoka F., Tainer J.A. “Conserved XPB Core Structure and Motifs for
DNA Unwinding: Implications for Pathway Selection of Transcription or Excision Repair,” Molecular Cell, 22: 27-37,
2006.

Pascal J. M., Tsodikov O.V., Hura G.L., Song W., Cotner E.A., Classen S., Tomkinson A.E., Tainer J.A., Ellenberger
T. “A flexible interface between DNA ligase and a heterotrimeric sliding clamp supports conformational switching
and efficient ligation of DNA,” Molecular Cell, 24:279-91, 2006.

Tsutakawa S.E., Hura G.L., Frankel K.A., Cooper P.K., Tainer J.A. “Structural analysis of flexible proteins in solution
by small angle X-ray scattering combined with crystallography,” /. Structural Biology, in press, 2006.

Chris H.Q. Ding, Xiaofeng He, and Stephen R. Holbrook, “Transitive closure and metric inequality of weighted
graphs — detecting protein interaction modules using cliques,” Int. J. Data Mining and Bioinformatics Vol.1, No.2.

2006.

C.Wang, C, Ding, R.F. Meraz, and S.R. Holbrook, “PSoL.: a positive sample only learning algorithm for finding non-
coding RNA genes,” Bioinformatics, 22:2590-2596, 2006.

Chris Ding, Ya Zhang, and Stephen Holbrook, “Biclustering Protein Complex Interactions with a Biclique Finding
Algorithm,” 2006 IEEE International Conference on Data Mining, IEEE Computer Society Press (in press), 2006.

Chunlin Wang, Chris H.Q. Ding & Stephen R. Holbrook, “Anatomy of the Yeast Protein Interaction Network by
Hierarchical Decomposition,” (Submitted to Nature Biotechnology), 2006.

Ya Zhang, Chris Ding and Stephen Holbrook, “Simultaneously Relating Domains and Protein complexes through
Biclique Discovery,” (Submitted to Bioinformatics), 2006.
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The MAGGIE Project: Identification and Characterization of Native

Protein Complexes and Modified Proteins from Pyrococcus furiosus

Angeli Lal Menon™ (almenon@uga.edu), Farris L. Poole II,' Aleksandar Cvetkovic,' Saratchandra
Shanmukh," Joseph Scott,' Francis E. Jenney Jr.,' Sunia Trauger,>* Ewa Kalisiak,>* Gary Siuzdak,*?
Greg Hura,? John A. Tainer,®* and Michael W. W. Adams'

'Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia; *Center
for Mass Spectrometry, The Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, California; and *Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, The Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, California

Project Goals: Our goals are to (a) identify native multiprotein complexes (PCs) and modified
proteins (IMPs), such as those containing organic and/or inorganic cofactors, using native bio-
mass of a model hyperthermophilic organism, Pyrococcus furiosus, by mass spectrometry in collab-
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oration with Gary Suizdak, (b) to provide native samples of the more abundant PCs and MPs for
characterization by small angle X-ray scattering (SAXS) in collaboration with John Tainer, (c) to
use bioinformatic approaches to validate and define PCs and MPs for multiple ORF expression
in collaboration with Steve Yannone, Nitin Baliga and Steve Holbrook, (d) to produce recombi-
nant PCs on analytical and preparative scales for structural characterization in collaboration with
John Tainer, (e) to design homologous and heterologous genetic approaches for the production
and characterization of PCs in collaboration with Steve Yannone, Nitin Baliga (f) to design and
evaluate generic protocols for PC and MP protein production in other prokaryotic systems of
DOE interest, with Steve Yannone, Nitin Baliga and Steve Holbrook.

Most cellular processes are carried out by dynamic molecular machines or large protein complexes
(PCs), and many of which include post-translationally-modified proteins (IMPs), such as those
containing organic and/or inorganic cofactors. Despite the fact that most cellular proteins exist in
the form of stable or transient PCs, their composition and the ORF's that encode the components
of these complexes are largely unknown. They cannot be predicted from bioinformatics analyses. In
addition, no well defined techniques are currently available to unequivocally identify PCs or MPs
and their individual components. Some of these issues can be resolved by determining the identity of
PCs and MPs found in native proteomes. We are using the archaeon, Pyrococcus furiosus, a hyperther-
mophile that grows optimally near 100°C, as the model organism. By analyzing the native proteome
at ambient temperatures, close to 80°C below the optimal physiological and growth temperature, the
goal is to capture both stable and dynamic/transient protein complexes for identification, purifica-
tion, and molecular and functional characterization.

Large scale fractionation of native P, furiosus biomass is being accomplished using non-denaturing,
column chromatography techniques. Samples from the column fractions are being analyzed by
native and denaturing PAGE, mass spectrometry (nano LC-ESI-MS/MS and MALDI-MS) and
metal analyses (colorimetric and ICP-MS) to identify PCs and MPs and to determine their relative
abundance in the native biomass. The more abundant PCs and MPs obtained from native biomass
fractionation are being directly analyzed by Multiple Angle Light Scattering (MALS), Dynamic
Light Scattering (DLS) and Small Angle X-ray Scattering (SAXS) to provide information on purity,
native complex mass and subunit stoichiometry. Purified, abundant native complexes are also being
used for structural characterization. The less abundant PCs and MPs and their individual compo-
nents are being produced using recombinant gene expression and purification based on bioinformatic
predictions and data from the native biomass analyses. The recombinant portion of the project takes
advantage of the pre-existing infrastructure developed for a previous structural genomics effort with
P, furiosus. In a preliminary pilot study almost 600 proteins were identified in fractions eluted from
the first chromatographic separation of the cytoplasmic fraction from native P firiosus biomass. Of
these, 108 were proposed to be part of 45 potential heteromeric complexes in high abundance ac-
cording to their elution behavior. A total of 29 of the 45 were previously uncharacterized, consisting
of predominantly conserved hypothetical proteins, and not predicted to encode PCs. Approximately
half of the fractions from the first chromatography step were subsequently fractionated by a total of
16 additional chromatography steps yielding almost 1000 distinct fractions. The nature of the PCs
and MPs (particularly metal-containing proteins) that were identified and purified in this pilot study
of native biomass will be described.
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The MAGGIE Project: Production and Isolation of Tagged Native/
Recombinant Multiprotein Complexes and Modified Proteins from

Hyperthermophilic Sulfolobus solfataricus

Denise Munoz,' Jill Fuss,' Kenneth Stedman,? Michael W. W. Adams,® Gary Siuzdak,* Nitin S. Baliga,®
Stephen R. Holbrook,' John A. Tainer,® and Steven M. Yannone'* (SMYannone@Ibl.gov)

!Department of Molecular Biology, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, California;
*Center for Life in Extreme Environments, Portland State University, Portland, Oregon; *Department
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia; *Center for Mass
Spectrometry, The Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla, California; *Institute for Systems Biology,
Seattle, Washington; and *Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, The Scripps Research
Institute, La Jolla, California

Project Goals: 1. To develop molecular biology tools to affinity tag §. solfataricus genes and rein-
troduce them into the native organism in a high-throughput manner. 2. To isolate tagged protein
complexes and modified proteins from soluble and membrane fractions of §. solfataricus extracts.
3.To characterize protein complex components and stoichiometry by 1D/2D gel separation, mass
spectrometry, and small angle X-ray scattering (SAXS).

Dynamic protein-protein interactions are fundamental to most biological processes and essential for
maintaining homeostasis within all living organisms. Understanding the networks of these protein
interactions is of critical importance to understanding the complexities of biological systems. The
MAGGIE project was conceived, in part, as a response to the DOE GTL initiative to develop
technologies to map the proteomes of model organisms. In this project we are exploiting unique
characteristics of members of extremophilic Archaea to identify, isolate, and characterize multi-pro-
tein molecular machines. We have teamed expertise in mass spectrometry, systems biology, structural
biology, biochemistry, and molecular biology to approach the challenges of mapping relatively simple
proteomes. As part of the MAGGIE project, we are developing shuttle vectors for the extremophilic
organism Sulfolobus solfataricus which has a growth optimum at 80°C and pH 3.0. We are using a
naturally occurring viral pathogen of this organism to engineer shuttle vectors designed for recom-
binant protein tagging and expression in the native Su/folobus background. We are also exploiting
the unique characteristics of Archaeal membranes to isolate membrane-protein complexes from
native biomass. We will test the idea that the hyperthermophilic nature of Sulfolobus will allow U.S.
to “thermally trap” protein complexes assembled at 80°C by isolating these complexes at room tem-
perature. Our component is interfacing with other MAGGIE components to characterize isolated
proteins and protein complexes using MS/MS and small angle x-ray scattering at the advanced
light source at LBNL. Ultimately, we aim to identify metabolic modules suitable to transfer specific
metabolic processes between microbes to address specific DOE missions while developing generally

applicable molecular and biophysical technologies for GTL.
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Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP): Project Overview

Dwayne Elias,® Swapnil Chhabra," Jil T. Geller,' Hoi-Ying Holman,' Dominique Joyner,! Jay
Keasling,"? Aindrila Mukhopadhyay,' Mary Singer,' Tamas Torok,' Judy Wall,? Terry C. Hazen,'
Gareth Butland," Ming Dong,' Steven C. Hall,* Bing K. Jap,' Jian Jin,' Susan J. Fisher,* Peter J.
Walian,' H. Ewa Witkowska,* Lee Yang,' Mark D. Biggin'* (mdbiggin@Ibl.gov), Manfred Auer,
Agustin Avila-Sakar,' Florian Garczarek,' Robert M. Glaeser,' Jitendra Malik,? Eva Nogales,>* Hildur
Palsdottir,! Jonathan P. Remis,' Dieter Typke,' Kenneth H. Downing,' Steven S. Andrews," Adam P.
Arkin,"2 Steven E. Brenner,? Y. Wayne Huang,' Janet Jacobsen,? Keith Keller, Ralph Santos,' Max
Shatsky,? and John-Marc Chandonia’

'Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, California; *University of California, Berkeley,
California; *University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri; and *University of California, San Francisco,
California

Project Goals: The Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP) has two major goals: 1. to develop
an integrated set of high throughput pipelines to identify and characterize multi-protein com-
plexes in a microbe more swiftly and comprehensively than currently possible and 2. to use these
pipelines to elucidate and model the protein interaction networks regulating stress responses in
Desulfovibrio vulgaris with the aim of understanding how this and similar microbes can be used
in bioremediation of metal and radionuclides found in U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) con-
taminated sites.

The Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP) has two major goals: 1. to develop an integrated

set of high throughput pipelines to identify and characterize multi-protein complexes in a microbe
more swiftly and comprehensively than currently possible and 2. to use these pipelines to elucidate
and model the protein interaction networks regulating stress responses in Desulfovibrio vulgaris with
the aim of understanding how this and similar microbes can be used in bioremediation of metal and
radionuclides found in U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) contaminated sites.

PCAP builds on the established research and infrastructure of another Genomics: GTL initiative
conducted by the Environmental Stress Pathways Project (ESPP). ESPP has developed D. vulgaris
as a model for stress responses and has used gene expression profiling to define specific sets of
proteins whose expression changes after application of a stressor. Proteins, however, do not act in
isolation. They participate in intricate networks of protein / protein interactions that regulate cellular
metabolism. To understand and model how these identified genes affect the organism, therefore, it

is essential to establish not only the other proteins that they directly contact, but the full repertoire
of protein / protein interactions within the cell. In addition, there may well be genes whose activity
is changed in response to stress not by regulating their expression level but by altering the protein
partners that they bind, by modifying their structures, or by changing their subcellular locations.
There may also be differences in the way proteins within individual cells respond to stress that are
not apparent in assays that examine the average change in a population of cells. Therefore, we are
extending ESPP’s analysis to characterize the polypeptide composition of as many multi-protein
complexes in the cell as possible and determine their stoichiometries, their quaternary structures,
and their locations in planktonic cells and in individual cells within biofilms. PCAP will characterize
complexes in wild type cells grown under normal conditions and also examine how these complexes
are affected in cells perturbed by stress or by mutation of key stress regulatory genes. These data will
all be combined with those of the ongoing work of the ESPP to understand, from a physical-chemi-
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cal, control-theoretical, and evolutionary point of view, the role of multi-protein complexes in stress
pathways involved in the biogeochemistry of soil microbes under a wide variety of conditions.

Essential to this endeavor is the development of automated high throughput methods that are robust
and allow for the comprehensive analysis of many protein complexes. Biochemical purification of
endogenous complexes and identification by mass spectrometry is being coupled with in vitro and

in vivo EM molecular imaging methods. Because no single method can isolate all complexes, we are
developing two protein purification pipelines, one the current standard Tandem Affinity Purification
approach, the other a novel tagless strategy. Specific variants of each of these are being developed for
water soluble and membrane proteins. Our Bioinstrumentation group is developing highly parallel
micro-scale protein purification and protein sample preparation platforms, and mass spectrometry
data analysis is being automated to allow the throughput required. The stoichiometries of the puri-
fied complexes are being determined and the quaternary structures of complexes larger than 250 kDa
are being solved by single particle EM. We are developing EM tomography approaches to examine
whole cells and sectioned, stained material to detect complexes in cells and determine their localiza-
tion and structures. New image analysis methods will be applied to speed determination of quater-
nary structures from EM data. Once key components in the interaction network are defined, to test
and validate our pathway models, mutant strains not expressing these genes will be assayed for their
ability to survive and respond to stress and for their capacity for bioreduction of DOE important
metals and radionuclides.

Our progress during the first year of the project includes constructing genetically altered D. vulgaris
strains and using them to test a range of affinity tags for the purification of protein complexes and
EM localization of complexes in cells, developing automated primer design algorithms for high
throughput recombinant DNA and strain engineering, establishing cost effective strategies to pro-
duce up to 200 L cultures of D. vulgaris per week, establishing an optimized four-step tagless frac-
tionation series for the purification of water soluble protein complexes, adopting an efficient PVDF
membrane micro titer plate-based methods for mass spectrometry sample preparation, determining
the structure of the 1 MDa D. vulgaris Pyruvate Ferredoxin Oxidoreductase complex to 17A resolu-
tion by single particle EM, and constructing relational databases for biomass production, genetically
manipulated D. vulgaris strains, single particle EM, and tagless complex purification. Further details
on these and other results are provided in Subproject specific posters.
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Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP): Multi-Protein Complex
Purification and Identification by Mass Spectrometry

Gareth Butland," Ming Dong,' Steven C. Hall,? Bing K. Jap,' Jian Jin,' Susan J. Fisher,? Peter J. Walian,’
H. Ewa Witkowska,? Lee Yang,' and Mark D. Biggin'™ (mdbiggin@Ibl.gov)

'Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, California and *University of California, San
Francisco, California

Project Goals: This subproject of the Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP) is developing
several complementary high throughput pipelines to purify protein complexes from D. vulgaris,
identify their polypeptide constituents by mass spectrometry, and determine their stoichiom-
etries. Our goal is to determine an optimum strategy that may include elements of each purifica-
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tion method. These methods will then be used as part of PCAP’s effort to model stress responses
relevant to the detoxification of metal and radionuclide contaminated sites.

This subproject of the Protein Complex Analysis Project (PCAP) is developing several complemen-
tary high throughput pipelines to purify protein complexes from D. vuigaris, identify their polypep-
tide constituents by mass spectrometry, and determine their stoichiometries. Our goal is to determine
an optimum strategy that may include elements of each purification method. These methods will
then be used as part of PCAP’s effort to model stress responses relevant to the detoxification of
metal and radionuclide contaminated sites.

Odur first purification approach is a novel “tagless” method that fractionates the water soluble pro-
tein contents of a bacterium into a large number of fractions, and then identifies the polypeptide
composition of a rational sampling of 10,000 — 20,000 of these fractions using MALDI TOF/TOF
mass spectrometry. Our second purification approach for water soluble proteins uses and extends
the proven Tandem Affinity Purification method (TAP), in which tagged versions of gene products
are expressed in vivo and then used to purify the tagged protein together with any other endogenous
interacting components. Our third and fourth approaches are specialized variants of the tagless and
TAP methods that are being designed to capture membrane protein complexes. A major part of our
effort is the design and construction of automated instruments to speed the throughput of protein
purification and sample preparation prior to mass spectrometry, and the development of rapid mass
spectrometry data analysis algorithms.

Once fully established, we will use our optimized methods to catalog as thoroughly as practicable the
repertoire of stable heteromeric complexes in wild type cells grown under normal conditions, as well
as identify a number of larger homomeric complexes. We will then examine changes in the composi-
tion of protein complexes in cells with perturbed stress response pathways. Response pathways will
be pe